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November 20, 2006
	TO:


	Members Advisory Group

	FROM:


	CBFWA Staff 



	SUBJECT:
	CBFWA Comment on Council’s Draft FY2006 Annual Report 


Section 4(h)12(A) of the Power Act (Act) requires the Northwest Power and Conservation Council (Council) to submit a detailed report of the Council’s activities each year to Congress.  Specifically, the report goes to the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, the House Committee on Energy and Commerce, and the House Committee on Resources (formerly Interior and Insular Affairs).  The new Chair of the Senate Committee is Jeff Bingaman of New Mexico.  Ron Wyden and Gordon Smith of Oregon, Maria Cantwell of Washington, Larry Craig of Idaho, and John Tester of Montana are on the committee.  Greg Walden of Oregon is on both House Committees.  
The Act requires the report to describe the actions taken and to be taken by the Council, the effectiveness of the fish and wildlife program, and potential revisions or modifications to the program.  The Council must include comments received or a summary thereof as an appendix to the report. Comments are due by December 18.  The CBFWA has not previously commented on the Council’s annual reports.

Attached are (1) a draft letter to Council containing comments specific to the report, as well as comments on the general performance of the Council and the Fish and Wildlife Program, and (2) a list of major Council activities (and opportunity lost) for FY 2006 and a summary of corresponding CBFWA comments.  This list was developed for comparison to what is included in the report.  The somewhat incomplete nature of the report led to the inclusion of the more general comments in the draft letter. 

The MAG should discuss the nature of the CBFWA comment (if any) to Council:

· Send a letter similar in scope to the draft provided (may be a bit pejorative)
· Send a letter with a similar focus but boil down to a bulleted list of key points
· Send a less strongly-worded letter serving mainly as a lead-in to attaching the SOTR report

· Decline to comment.
H:\WORK\MAG\2006_1121\CouncilAnnualReport21Nov06CBFWAbrief.doc
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Coordinating and promoting effective protection and 


restoration of fish, wildlife, and their 


habitat in the 


Columbia River Basin.











The Authority is comprised of the following tribes 


and government agencies:





Burns Paiute Tribe





Coeur d’Alene Tribe





Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes 


of the Flathead Reservation





Confederated Tribes


of the Colville Reservation





Confederated Tribes 


of the Umatilla Indian Reservation





Confederated Tribes 


of the Warm Springs Reservation





Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation





Idaho Department 


of Fish and Game





Kootenai Tribe 


of Idaho





Montana Department 


of Fish, Wildlife and Parks





National Marine Fisheries Service





Nez Perce Tribe





Oregon Department 


of Fish and Wildlife





Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of Fort Hall





Shoshone-Paiute Tribes of Duck Valley





U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service





Washington Department of Fish 


and Wildlife








Coordinating Agencies





Columbia River 


Inter-Tribal Fish Commission





Upper Columbia 


United Tribes




















