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November 21, 2006
	TO:


	Members Advisory Group (MAG)

	FROM:


	CBFWA staff 



	SUBJECT:
	Timeline for Program Amendment and other processes in CRB


Program Amendment Process

The Northwest Power and Conservation Council (Council) is considering opening a Fish and Wildlife Program (Program) amendment process to establish biological objectives at the province and regional scales.  The formal process will likely occur during 2008.  During 2007, the Council will develop definitions for Program categories (e.g., Coordination, Monitoring and Evaluation, etc.) and perform evaluations of groups of projects to establish operation and maintenance requirements for wildlife acquisitions, hatcheries, and other core projects.  This work will be performed in the context of preparing for the amendment process.  It is likely that the Council staff will recommend the Council reestablish the Regional Coordination Group (RCG) that was formed for regional level discussions during the subbasin planning process.  The function of the RCG would likely be as a “sounding board” for developing regional guidance. 
The fish and wildlife managers have an opportunity to engage with the Council over the next year and to perform analytical work to guide the upcoming amendment process.  Using information collected and reported at the population scale for the Status of the Resource Project, the fish and wildlife managers have demonstrated their ability to consistently present focal species, limiting factors and actions in association with subbasin level biological objectives throughout the Columbia River Basin.  This information could be expanded and updated to include recommended actions in the context of measures described in the Northwest Power Act.  The creation of province level and regional level biological objectives could also establish the monitoring needs for the Program and define a monitoring and evaluation framework.  
2010 Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) Rate Case

The current BPA rate period expires in September 2009.  The BPA will set new rates for a two to five year period (still undetermined) starting in October 2009.  It is anticipated that BPA will begin a public process approximately 18 months prior to the start of the next rate case, similar to the Program Function Review (PFR), to establish the costs for fish and wildlife into the future.   The best approach to establish a reasonable funding level for fish and wildlife would be to base the cost estimates on actions and strategies that are based on biological outcomes and established in a Program Amendment process as BPA obligations.  
The fish and wildlife managers would need to have a cohesive plan and cost schedule in place by January of 2008 to effectively influence that process.  
CBFWA Work Plan for 2007

The CBFWA members could take this opportunity to establish a comprehensive management plan for the Program.  The fish and wildlife managers are granted deference in the Northwest Power Act during the program amendment process. 
The plan should include:

1) Hierarchical biological objectives – objectives stated in measurable terms with specific timeframes for each focal species at the population, subbasin, province, and regional level.  Identification of biological objectives could include a framework for monitoring and reporting for measuring success.  

2) Primary limiting factors for each focal population expressed in terms related to life stage survival.

3) Specific strategies and actions (measures) that address the limiting factors for each population.  If appropriate authority and responsibility could be assigned for each strategy, BPA’s obligation for the Program could be more clearly defined.
The comprehensive plan could be used as a foundation for both the Program amendment process as well as the 2010 BPA rate case.  The strategies and actions could be used to develop cost estimates for implementing the Program, as well as, provide clear guidance for the next round of project selection.
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Coordinating and promoting effective protection and 


restoration of fish, wildlife, and their 


habitat in the 


Columbia River Basin.











The Authority is comprised of the following tribes 


and government agencies:





Burns Paiute Tribe





Coeur d’Alene Tribe





Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes 


of the Flathead Reservation





Confederated Tribes


of the Colville Reservation





Confederated Tribes 


of the Umatilla Indian Reservation





Confederated Tribes 


of the Warm Springs Reservation





Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation





Idaho Department 


of Fish and Game





Kootenai Tribe 


of Idaho





Montana Department 


of Fish, Wildlife and Parks





National Marine Fisheries Service





Nez Perce Tribe





Oregon Department 


of Fish and Wildlife





Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of Fort Hall





Shoshone-Paiute Tribes of Duck Valley





U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service





Washington Department of Fish 


and Wildlife








Coordinating Agencies





Columbia River 


Inter-Tribal Fish Commission





Upper Columbia 


United Tribes




















