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Suggested letter for CBFWA signature

Date 

Mr. Garry Alexander

Project Assessment Director

Provincial Government

Victoria, BC  Canada V8W9V1

Re:     Comments on the Cline Mining Corporation Lodgepole Coal Mine Project
Dear Mr. Alexander:
Please enter these comments into the public record on the proposed mining project.
The Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Authority is a regional coalition of state, tribal and federal agencies in the Pacific Northwestern United States that is dedicated to the effective implementation of the Pacific Northwest Power and Conservation Act of 1980.  Member organizations collaborate to implement the Northwest Power and Conservation Council’s Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Program.   The Bonneville Power Administration has funded fish and wildlife mitigation programs designed to offset losses caused by the construction and operation of federal dams.  During the past decade, some $13.5 million dollars have been invested in the Flathead Watershed to mitigate the effects of Hungry Horse Dam on fisheries resources, including transboundary populations that spawn in Canadian headwaters and later migrate to Montana for over half of their lifecycles.  Additional funds were provided to British Columbia ministries to monitor bull trout populations in the Wigwam River in the Kootenay Watershed (spelled “Kootenai” in the US).  Member agencies feel strongly that these and future investments in fish and wildlife restoration should not be compromised by the proposed mining project in the North Fork Flathead headwaters.  Mineral development in this sensitive area would diminish the heath of transboundary natural resources and reverse recent gains in watershed health. 

Similar existing coalmines have resulted in increased nutrient loading (nitrates, nitrates and phosphates), salts and metals (e.g. selenium, mercury) that are known to impact fisheries resources.  For example, in the adjacent Elk Valley in the Kootenay Watershed, water quality has markedly declined. Canadian water quality data downstream of the Coal Mountain Mine show that selenium levels are 25 times higher than baseline conditions, nitrates/nitrites are 300-500 times higher than baseline conditions and phosphates are 10 times higher.  Streams downstream of the proposed Cline Mine in the North Fork Flathead contain bull trout spawning areas and genetically pure populations of westslope cutthroat trout that would be directly impacted by mine waste and effluents.  
These headwaters flow into Flathead Lake, one of the most pristine of the largest 300 great lakes worldwide.  This proposal, if approved, would likely initiate additional coal development in the B.C. Flathead.  Another mining company has a permit to explore the Lilyburt coal deposit directly beneath the North Fork Flathead River floodplain.  Cline still hopes to mine the Sage Creek site just seven miles northwest of Glacier National Park. There have been previous proposals to lease provincial lands for coal bed methane development.  Land disturbances and road development associated with this mining proposal would eliminate wildlife habitat and interrupt migration corridors for elk, moose and bear.  The Transboundary Flathead Basin contains one of North Americas’ most diverse wildlife communities and specially designated lands including the International Biosphere Reserve, World Heritage Site, International Peace Park, Wild and Scenic River and National Forest designations.  The Flathead Basin is critically important habitat for threatened species, including the bull trout and grizzly bear.  Yet, the Flathead headwaters in Canada remain unprotected.  

We understand that Cline’s “Terms of Reference” for assessing mine impacts do not include potential impacts in Montana or cumulative impacts in the North Fork headwaters.  CBFWA Members urge the British Columbia Provincial Government to collaborate with the state of Montana, Salish and Kootenai Tribes and First Nations to develop Terms of Reference that are mutually agreed upon by British Columbia and Montana.   A comprehensive environmental assessment and cumulative impacts analysis of coal mining in general should be completed, specifically evaluating the proposed mining project in the transboundary Flathead Watershed.  Baseline monitoring must be completed in the Canadian headwaters to meet the intent of the Environmental Cooperation Arrangement signed by Montana’s former Governor Judy Martz and B.C. Premier Gordon Campbell, and Article IV of the Boundary Waters Treaty which states that waters flowing across the US/Canadian boundary shall not be polluted to the injury of health or property on either side of the border.  Please engage this collaborative process rather than moving ahead unilaterally.
Respectfully,
Signature

Address
 
cc:      Honorable Gordon Campbell
           Governor Brian Schweitzer


Flathead Basin Commission 
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