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FISH & WILDLIFE AGENCIES AND TRIBES AGREE ON 
REQUIRED CHANGES TO COLUMBIA RIVER BASIN  

 FISH & WILDLIFE PROGRAM 
(Portland, Ore) – The Columbia Basin’s federal and state fish and wildlife agencies and 
Tribes have submitted consensus recommendations on how to improve the Northwest 
Power and Conservation Council’s Columbia River Basin Fish and Wildlife Program.  
Bonneville Power Administration must expend its fish and wildlife funds consistent with 
the Program to protect, mitigate and enhance fish and wildlife affected by the Columbia 
River hydropower system. 
 
The fish and wildlife agencies and Tribes have collaborated for 15-months to develop and 
submit a scientific framework to implement adaptive management.  “This represents a 
significant and historic piece of work and shows a sincere dedication to working 
collaboratively for the resources we all collectively manage,” stated Larry Peterman, 
CBFWA chair and Chief of Operations for Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks.  This consensus document comprises the most comprehensive and detailed Fish and 
Wildlife Program amendment recommendations submitted to date by the basin's fish and 
wildlife managers. 
 
The Northwest Power Act of 1980 established the Northwest Power and Conservation 
Council and directed the Council to develop a program to protect, mitigate, and enhance 
Columbia Basin fish and wildlife resources to the extent they are affected by hydroelectric 
development in the Basin.  Congress recognized that the Basin’s hydropower system was a 
major factor in the decline of salmon and steelhead runs.  The Power Act requires the 
operators of the hydro-system to provide “equitable treatment” for fish and wildlife, on par 
with other uses of the Columbia River.  The Act also directs the Council to give due 
weight to the recommendations of the fish and wildlife agencies and Tribes. The 
recommendations can be found on the Council’s website at www.nwcouncil.org. 
 
The Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Authority (CBFWA) is an association of seventeen 
of the Columbia River Basin’s federal and state fish and wildlife agencies and Tribes.  
CBFWA facilitates discussion among the fish and wildlife managers to establish 
restoration priorities and to report on status and trends of fish and wildlife populations in 
response to mitigation activities.  Information on the organization can be obtained at 
www.cbfwa.org and information on status and trends of fish and wildlife populations and 
restoration actions can be found at www.cbfwa.org\sotr.  

### 

   
H:\WORK\MAG\2008_0408\AmendmentPressRelease2008_0408_Final.doc 

http://www.nwcouncil.org/
http://www.cbfwa.org/
http://www.cbfwa.org/sotr
http://www.cbfwa.org/

