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December 14, 2005

Melinda Eden

NPCC Member Chair

Northwest Power and Conservation Council

851 SW 6th Ave., Suite 1100

Portland, OR 97204-1348

Greg Delwiche

Vice President EFW 

Bonneville Power Administration

905 NE 11th Ave

Portland, OR 97208-3621

Dear Ms. Eden and Mr. Delwiche:
The Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Authority (CBFWA) Members would like to express our support for funding the 19 within-year budget modification requests (Attachment A) submitted for consideration through the first Fiscal Year (FY) 2006 Quarterly Review. 

Due to the spending patterns during this current rate case (Table 1), we believe these requests, and additional requests at the second Quarterly Review, should be funded to fulfill the Bonneville Power Administration’s budgeting rules for FY 2004-2006.  The planned FY 2006 Expense budget for the Fish and Wildlife Program is $158.4 million; however, based on historic trends, actual spending could be less than $139 million.  Total spending for this rate case appears to be approximately $8 million less than the promised $556 million (not including the $2 million underspent in FY 2002). Subsequently, $8 million appears to be available to support the within-year adjustment requests for this fiscal year.  We also support all requests in the Capital portion of the Program.  
Table 1.  Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) planned (Working Budget) and actual spending (Actuals) [in millions] for the 2002-2006 Fish and Wildlife Program. Source: BPA Budget to Actuals reports 2004-2006.

	FY
	BPA 

Budget 

Rulesa
	Planned

Expense
	Actual

Expense
	Planned

Capital
	Actual

Capital

	2002
	
	*
	$137.1
	*
	$6.1

	2003
	$139.0
	*
	$140.7
	*
	$11.6

	2004
	$139.0
	$152.9
	$132.8
	$36.8
	$8.5

	2005
	$139.0
	$155.7
	$135.8
	$41.3
	$12.2

	2006
	$139.0
	$158.0
	$139b
	$56.0
	?

	Average
	
	
	$136.6
	
	$9.6

	Total
	$556.0
	
	$548.3a
	
	$9.6


*  Planning budgets in FY 2002 and 2003 were not categorized as Expense and Capital until the financial crisis during mid-year 2003.

a.  BPA Budget Rules applied for only 2003 through 2006.

b.  Current estimated target for FY 2006 Expense.

Based on the BPA budgeting rules, and the historic spending patterns in the Fish and Wildlife Program, funding should not be a limitation for funding FY 2006 within-year budget modification requests. The CBFWA Members support expending these funds during this rate period, to maximize on-the-ground efforts for fish and wildlife resources in the Columbia River Basin.  

Sincerely,

Tony Nigro, Chair

Columbia Basin Fish & Wildlife Authority
ATTACHMENT A

Current Within-Year project modification requests, as of December 7, 2005, eligible for Quarterly Review Process approval by the Northwest Power and Conservation Council.  For full details for each request see http://www.cbfwa.org/mods.

	Project ID
	Project Title
	Sponsor
	Budget Impact

	198201301
	Coded Wire Tag Recovery
	Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission
	$39,720

	198331900
	New Marking and Monitoring Techniques for Fish
	NMFS
	$119,235

	198805304
	Hood River Production Program - ODFW M&E
	Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
	$71,219

	198906201
	Fish and Wildlife Program Implementation
	CBFWA
	$177,223

	198909802
	Idaho Supplementation Studies 198909802
	Nez Perce Tribe
	$70,784

	199000500
	Umatilla Hatchery Monitoring and Evaluation
	Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
	$9,536

	199004400
	Coeur d'Alene Tribe Habitat Restoration
	Coeur d'Alene Tribe
	$193,578

	199104600
	Spokane Tribal Hatchery Operation and Maintenance
	Spokane Tribe of Indians
	$153,000

	199500100
	Kalispel Resident Fish Project
	Kalispel Tribe
	$29,392

	199601100
	Walla Walla Juvenile and Adult Passage Improvements
	CTUIR
	$550,000

	199705100
	Yakima Side Channels
	Yakama Nation -YFKP
	$1,378,000

	200000100
	Omak Creek Fish Passage
	Colville Confederated Tribes
	$50,000

	200102900
	FORD HATCHERY O & M
	WDFW
	$16,933

	200105500
	Assessment of three alternative methods of nutrient enhancement
	NOAA
	$113,750

	200204500
	Coeur d'Alene Fish Habitat Acquisition
	Coeur d'Alene Tribe
	$500,000

	200205100
	Crab Creek Subbasin Plan 2006
	Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
	$16,099

	200302200
	Monitor/eval Okanogan Basin Natural Production
	Colville Tribes
	$174,086

	200600600
	Regional HEP Team
	CBFWA
	$35,000

	
	Evaluation of the NPCC Mainstem Amendment on fisheries near Libby and Hungry Horse Dams, Montana
	Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks
	$360,336

	
	
	
	$4,057,891
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