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	DATE: 
	February 15, 2005

	TO:


	Wildlife Committee

	FROM:


	Dick Stone, Chair 

	SUBJECT:
	Draft Agenda for March 23, 2005 Wildlife Committee Meeting in Portland


Wildlife Committee Meeting

March 23, 2005
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
@

CBFWA Office in Portland, Oregon
Conference Line (503) 229-0191 x7097
Draft Agenda

	ITEM 1:
	Review Rate Case Needs Document for Accuracy – Dick Stone, WDFW
This document has been developed by the WC for use in the FY 2007-2009 Rate Case process.  It is important to assure that the information in this document is accurate so that it can be used in separate submissions by CBFWA Members since a CBFWA consensus on a Rate Case submittal does not seem possible at this time.

	ITEM 2:
	Identify Projects that Require a Baseline/Follow-up HEP Analysis – Paul Ashley, HEP
This will help determine the Regional HEP Team's 2005 project schedule It would be helpful if project managers could email Paul their needs before the WC meeting with a brief description including basic cover types, acreage, dam credited, and project location.

	ITEM 3:
	Develop Criteria for When a Follow-up HEP Analysis is Needed – Paul Ashley, HEP

Some mitigation projects have been in place more than 10 years; many longer than 5 years. Should criteria be established that triggers a follow-up HEP? For example, riparian habitats that have undergone considerable post acquisition/protection management change e.g., removal of livestock grazing,

	ITEM 3: (continued)
	tree/shrub plantings etc., generally recover rapidly. As a result, should a HEP analysis be conducted on these sites at 5 year intervals? Ten year intervals? What about the undisturbed mature cottonwood gallery....is a 5 year HEP needed if there hasn't been a catastrophic event like a major flood or fire? Should xeric shrub-steppe habitats be reevaluated 5 years after the site became a mitigation project if management hasn't significantly changed e.g., existing WDFW wildlife areas? What if a xeric site had been grazed heavily in the past and is no longer grazed?

	ITEM 4:
	Determination of HU "Stacking Rates” Based on Loss Assessments – Paul Ashley, HEP
Unlike the mainstem Columbia River project loss assessment documents, a number of other loss assessment documents do not include tables that concisely describe which loss assessment species were used to evaluate specific cover types. Instead of tables, the information is generally included within the document text, but is often difficult to interpret precisely. Occasionally, different paragraphs contain conflicting statements. The lack of specific guidance increases the Regional HEP Team's workload, decreases consistency, and complicates the HEP analysis because species selection, including the number of species per cover type, is open to interpretation and potential criticism. One possible solution would include CBFWA managers and/or entities responsible for the loss assessments taking another look at the documents and developing appropriate cover type/species tables.

	ITEM 5:
	Determining a Site’s Value for Fish and Wildlife Mitigation - From Impacts to Mitigation - Tom O’Neil, Northwest Habitat Institute

	ITEM 6:
	Respond to BPA Recommendation to Hold Workshop to Explore Cost-sharing Opportunities for Mitigation Proposals Submitted to BPA
At the February 1, 2005 MMG meeting Greg Delwiche asked CBFWA to help sponsor a workshop directed at project managers and project sponsors to look at ways of developing cost share opportunities that would leverage BPA funds to accomplish more protection and enhancement of wildlife.  The MMG asked the Wildlife Committee to explore this issue and consider CBFWA participation and leadership.

	ITEM 7:
	Develop a WC Work Plan for 2005 – Dick Stone, WDFW
The WC agreed during the November 2004 WC Retreat to establish a WC work plan for 2005.

	ITEM 8:
	Date and Location of Next Meeting
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