ISRP Comment/Question: Only unwanted side effects seems to have been left out of the discussion. 

Response: All project activities will be oriented at enhancing and sustaining the ability of the project site, and more importantly, the Lake Creek Watershed to support healthy fish and wildlife populations (with emphasis on native species and their habitats). No “unwanted side effects” are anticipated as a result of project implementation efforts.  Adaptive management principles will be used as necessary to deal with any unexpected problems that may arise from natural and artificial stresses that are beyond the project sponsor’s control.

ISRP Comment/Question: The proposers need to be more specific about outputs and measurable milestones.
Response: The comment regarding more specific outputs and measurable milestones appears to be directed at monitoring the effectiveness of land management efforts on the project site. At this time (7/1/99), title to the project is not yet secured. This will be the measurable milestone for the year. Once full management rights to the property have been acquired and the property has been secured, a complete habitat inventory will be completed.

Once the baseline inventory is complete and any habitat deficiencies are identified, a site specific management plan will be developed. All habitat enhancement and long-term operation and maintenance efforts that may be required for the property will be described in the site specific management plan that will be drafted after management rights have been secured. All enhancement efforts and operation and maintenance activities will be consistent with the guidance documents that are currently being developed by the regional wildlife managers. A critical component of this plan will be the design and implementation of a long-term monitoring and evaluation effort. The results of this effort will be used to determine any necessary adaptations in management strategy. It is anticipated that the monitoring efforts will need to take place in two general forms: 1.) The floral response to land management efforts, and 2.) Faunal response to land management efforts (particularly their response to habitat enhancement activities). These results will then be compared to a desired future condition that will be identified in the project management plan to determine if management goals and objectives are being met or if management techniques need to be revisited and adapted.

