ISRP Comment: Objectives (5 – 8) should not be funded without a more scientifically sound approach to establishing the need for and feasibility of a hatchery component.
Response:  The need for the construction of a hatchery for propagation of native fishes has been established numerous times since its inclusion in the Columbia River Basin Fish and Wildlife Program (1995).  A feasibility study (1992), master plan (1996), independent scientific review (1998), and review by the NWPPC (1998) have all been completed prior to submission of this proposal.  Furthermore, objectives (1-4) will quantify and further elucidate the known need for production and re-introduction of native Yellowstone cutthroat trout into historical habitats.  Yellowstone cutthroat trout have been petitioned for listing under the ESA, and occupy less than 10% of their historic habitat.  In addition, Yellowstone cutthroat trout occupy less than 5% of historic habitat on the Fort Hall Reservation.  There is clearly a need for re-introduction of hatchery reared native fish.

ISRP Comment: The ISRP does not support the hatchery development and fish-stocking portions of the proposal. If a hatchery is supported at all, it should focus on the possibility of using Yellowstone cutthroat or other native species.
Response:  The project’s focus is propagation of Yellowstone cutthroat trout and redband trout; both are native species.  The following is taken directly from the short description section of the project proposal form; "Planning, development, and operation of a hatchery facility to provide native trout for re-introduction of stocks affected by hybridization, habitat loss, and exploitation on the Duck Valley and Fort Hall Reservations."

ISRP Comment: A hatchery may not be needed at all, and may not be effective, given that habitat rehabilitation is likely to allow cutthroat trout to increase in abundance and that there are significant risks to cutthroat of rainbow introduction and collection from and stocking into small populations of fish.
Response:  This comment might have merit if there were adequate pure populations of Yellowstone cutthroat trout available for colonization. In addition, hybrids and rainbow trout will concomitantly increase in abundance and hybridize with any pure cutthroat benefiting from habitat rehabilitation. 

ISRP Comment: Reviewers doubt, for instance, that the authors can demonstrate that the put-and-take fisheries will relieve pressure on native populations and that the stocked fish can be kept from escaping.
Response:  The doubt that the reviewers express is an artifact of not being a fisheries manager on the Fort Hall Indian Reservation.  The Fort Hall Reservation is relatively small in size, but has many Tribal Members harvesting limited fisheries resources.  Tribal Members frequently request stocking of fish on reservation waters and would most certainly use any and all put-and-take fisheries on the reservation.  The project sponsors are certain that put-and-take fisheries would take pressure off native stocks and clearly stated in the proposal that monitoring would be developed to quantify these effects.  The proposal also stated that stocked fish would be limited to enclosed bodies of water.  Moreover, enclosed bodies of water would be utilized that are not subject to flooding.

ISRP Comment: Additionally, any “domestic” hatchery strain of Yellowstone cutthroat trout used for the purpose of reestablishing wild populations should be associated with a rigorous genetic monitoring and maintenance program.  A less expensive alternative would be to obtain gametes from genetically-pure wild native populations that are found in watersheds with characteristics similar to those of the habitat that will be the focus of reintroduction efforts.
Response:  The proposal stated that genetic health/genetic purity of hatchery raised Yellowstone cutthroat will be monitored on an annual basis. In addition, the proposal stated that 20-30% new [wild] gametes (milt) would be introduced into the hatchery yearly.  Collection of gametes from pure populations of cutthroat found in relatively close proximity to re-introduction sites might be difficult.  Objectives 1-4 of the project include genetic analysis of Yellowstone cutthroat trout purity on the Fort Hall Reservation.  If necessary, Yellowstone cutthroat trout gametes may be collected from other areas with biotic and abiotic characteristics similar to areas slated for re-introduction.
