ISRP Comment/Question: Delay funding until concerns about value and cost-effectiveness of land acquisition are addressed. Future proposals should better develop and justify management and monitoring and evaluation plans.

Response: Based upon the proponent’s presentation this project was ranked sufficient to receive funding to meet its project objectives. The management and monitoring and evaluation plans will be developed as access to the property is obtained. Once acquisition of the property has been secured, a comprehensive plan will be developed.   

Upon settlement of an acquisition and receiving O&M funding, BPA requires the proponent to have an approved management plan as well as an M&E plan. This should be viewed as a contractual requirement.   

This property, that is within the Malheur River Basin, was identified in the GAP Analyses as a high priority / potential mitigation site based on a set of criteria that was used to evaluate more than 500 potential sites in Oregon. This document was prepared by ODFW in cooperation with the Oregon Wildlife Coalition and the Oregon Natural Heritage Program. 

ISRP Comment/Question: What will be done with the water rights and cattle grazing rights? 
Response: The water rights and uses of water will be evaluated by the Tribe and cooperating management agencies to assess the most beneficial use for the water (i.e. to create wetlands; irrigation of existing crop lands; instream flows etc). Oregon Water Trust has expressed interest in purchasing or leasing the rights for instream flows. All options and alternatives will be considered. 

Livestock grazing will have to continue on Federally leased land (Bureau of Land Management allotments) to comply with the lease requirements and retain the management of these lands. Without proper utilization of the allotments, the Tribe would loose the lease and the management of the uplands. Without control of the uplands, the efforts would be lost or ineffective. Any grazing in the upland will directly impact the lowlands. The livestock management developed with the Bureau of Land Management will compliment efforts to restore and enhance the mitigation site. Only livestock numbers required satisfying the BLM lease and the Taylor Grazing Act would be applied.  In consultation with the BLM, is advised to utilize the allotments with Tribal livestock to show intent to use.  After Tribal obligations are fulfilled, the allotments can then be placed in a “Rest – Rotation” status.  

Because the Tribe requires complete control of the uplands (BLM allotments), subleasing the allotments may not be a feasible solution to our efforts. 

ISRP Comment/Question: Who will own the land? 

Response: The Tribe would own the property.  

ISRP Comment/Question: Is the cost reasonable for a ranch in poor condition? 

Response: At $200 per acre, ~1000 acres of water rights, ~7 miles of river property and 24,000 acres of leased federal land and 4000 acres of state leased land; the cost is very reasonable.  In recent visits to the property by NPPC members, ODFW staff and other tribal biologist (Oregon Wildlife Coalition), it was agreed that the property has high potential to convert the land from cattle ranch to a fish and wildlife management area.  

ISRP Comment/Question: Do the location and water rights of the land make up for its poor condition?
Response: Although the ranch is in a depressed and overuse state, it is still very productive and has a high potential for restoration. Removing livestock from all riparian and sensitive areas will drastically reduce most of the damage that degrades the property. 
