ISRP Comment/Question: This umbrella proposal, intended to be an overall explanation of why a set of projects needs to be done, falls short in a number of ways. First is the relationship between past and proposed land acquisitions to each other. Do they tend to form continuous or connected parcels or are they essentially all independent of each other? The former is preferred.

Response: The history of the project was covered in Section 4 under past accomplishments and in Section 8: a, where various acquisitions were discussed. To date, having acquired over 18,000 acres of habitat. In addition, having a fifty year agreement with the Tribes to mange about 2,100 acres of tribal land along with 770 acres of mitigation land as a core area for sharp-tailed grouse breeding and brood rearing. With respect to past and proposed land acquisitions, they strongly tend to form continuous or connected parcels. It has always been our intent to block up our acquisitions as much as is feasible to provide both increased habitat protection and connectivity. As to the comments on what parcels are targeted, please see answer to similar comment under Colville Tribes performance contract for continuing acquisitions.

ISRP Comment/Question: Second, whether or not there are any potential benefits to other organisms by the proposed acquisitions is not even considered. 

Response: The proposers are absolutely using “Target” or indicator species that represent whole guilds of species using various habitat types. The primary target species we are using and the guilds they represent are as follows:

Mule Deer:

Species benefiting include: Mule deer, sharp-tailed grouse, yellow warbler, downy woodpecker, northern oriole, burrowing owl, short-eared owl, Washington ground squirrel, upland sandpiper, golden eagle, badger, coyote, and bobcats.

Sharp-tailed Grouse:

Species benefiting include: Sharp-tailed grouse, mule deer, yellow warbler, downy woodpecker, northern oriole, borrowing owl, short-eared owl, Washington ground squirrel, upland sandpiper, and golden eagle.

Blue Grouse:

Species benefiting include: Ruffed grouse, white-tailed deer, sharp-shinned hawk, Copper’s hawk, goshawk, pileated woodpecker, sapsuckers, great grey owl, flammulated owl, boreal owl, western bluebird, black-backed woodpecker, white-headed woodpecker and small mammals.

Mourning Dove:

Species benefiting include: Pheasant, morning dove, quail, cottontails, western kingbird, Meadowlark, boreal owl, bobolink, yellow-headed blackbird, northern harrier, avocet, phalarope, sandhill crane, Swainson’s hawk.

Downy and Lewis Woodpecker:

Species benefiting include: White-tailed deer, ruffed grouse, sharp-shinned hawk, Cooper’s hawk, goshawk, pileated woodpecker, sapsuckers, great grey owl, flammulated owl, boreal owl, western bluebird, black-backed woodpecker, white-headed woodpecker, downy woodpecker and Lewis woodpecker.

Yellow Warbler:

Species benefiting include: Yellow warbler, blue grouse, hairy woodpecker, great blue heron, white-tailed deer, elk turkey, northern goshawk, red-tailed hawk, spotted frog, beaver, muskrat, raccoon, red-winged blackbird, long toed salamander, meadow vole, tree frog, bats, and winter wren.

Bobcat:

Species benefiting include: Bobcat, yellow-bellied marmot, bushy-tailed wood rat, cotton-tailed rabbit, quail, golden eagle, and rattlesnake.

Mink:

Species benefiting include: Beaver, long-eared owl, flicker, pallid bat, western pipistrelle bat, long-legged bat, lessor goldfinch, ash-throated flycatcher, yellow-billed cuckoo, great egret, black-crowned night heron, great blue heron, Sylvan hair-streak butterfly, Viceroy butterfly, norther checkerspot butterfly, pale crescent butterfly, otter, mink, water shrews and black bear.

Bald Eagle:

Species benefiting include: Bald eagle and osprey.

Spotted Sandpiper:

Species benefiting include: Spotted sandpiper, Canada goose, snipe, osprey, bats, western toad, rubber boa, rattlesnake, raccoon, bald eagle, coyote, river otter, great blue heron, kildeer, greater yellowlegs, bank swallow, dipper, merganser, coot, watershrew, common garter snake, leopard frog and stripped skunk.

Canada Goose:

Species benefiting include: Canada goose, white pelican, Columbia River tiger beetle, gulls, caspian, forester’s common and black terns, shorebirds, mallards and common loon. 

