Proposal ID 20520

PART II - NARRATIVE

Section 7.  Abstract

Section 8.  Project description

a.
Technical and/or scientific background
b.
Rationale and significance to Regional Programs
The Fifteenmile Creek Subbasin in north-central Oregon covers approximately 373 square miles.  Fifteenmile Creek flows northeast out of the Mount Hood National Forest and then circles north through dry land wheat country southeast of The Dalles before dropping down to the Columbia River.  The U.S. Forest Service is the primary land manager, administering approximately 19 percent of the subbasin.  Timber production is the major land use.  Private lands are used for a variety of agricultural purposes, with dry land farming the dominant type of agriculture.

The anadromous fish species most actively targeted for management in the Fifteenmile Creek Subbasin is the native winter steelhead. There is only incidental natural production of spring chinook, and the management intent for Pacific lamprey is under discussion. The goal for these species is to restore sustainable, naturally producing populations to support tribal and non-tribal harvest and cultural economic practices while protecting the biological integrity and the genetic diversity of the watershed. 

Fish production in the subbasin is that production is limited by water quality, low flows caused by irrigation withdrawals, and degradation of riparian zones caused by  channelization, overgrazing and logging.  Dry land farming and grazing on open rangeland have eliminated and degraded the riparian zone throughout much of the middle and lower drainage.  Logging practices on forest lands in the upper drainage have decreased the ability of the upper watershed to store water and regulate runoff resulting in frequent high runoff events and channel shifts.  Irrigation withdrawals deplete many streams by late spring or early summer, and juvenile salmonids are lost where irrigation diversions are either unscreened or inadequately screened.

c.
Relationships to other projects
Currently, the specific actions funded under the NPPC Fish and Wildlife Program are in project #9304000, which implements new habitat improvements and provides operations and maintenance of past investments.  The CBFWA recommends that two new projects be funded in Fifteenmile Creek in FY 1999. Project 9146 will provide monitoring and evaluation of the population status of winter steelhead; and project #9087 will purchase an 1860 irrigation water right and transfer it to instream use, and will provide monitoring and protection of the instream right to prevent removal by junior appropriators, and outreach to other senior water right holders to identify additional acquisition opportunities.

Fencing excludes livestock from 40 miles of Fifteenmile Creek. Five unfenced miles of stream are protected by lease agreements with landowners to exclude livestock grazing.  To date ODFW has installed 900 instream fish habitat structures and maintains six fish screens with BPA funding.  ODFW has also used Mitchell Act funding to install and maintain 100 rotary pump fish protection screens and six gravity diversion fish protection screens.  All high priority diversions have been screened.

d.
Project history (for ongoing projects)

e.
Proposal objectives  

The co-managers have adopted the following outcome-based objectives to address these problems.  Improve: 1) adult pre-spawning survival; 2) juvenile survival; 3) instream and riparian habitat conditions; and, 4) adult and juvenile passage. The strategic approach to achieving these objectives includes improving habitat through riparian fencing, fish screens at irrigation diversions, instream structures and passage improvements.

f.
Methods
g.
Facilities and equipment
h.
Budget
Section 9.  Key personnel

Section 10.  Information/technology transfer

20520   Multi-Year Plan Fifteen Mile Anadromous Fish Plan (Umbrella)

Page 1

