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Title:
Touchet River Flow Acquisition

Section 3. Project description

Provide project detail for headings a through g. 

a. Abstract

The Washington Water Trust proposes to increase flows in the Touchet River through the permanent acquisition of an agricultural water right and transfer of the water right to instream flow in perpetuity.  The transferred water right will be protected as an instream water right through the Washington State Trust Water Rights Program (Chapter 90.42 RCW).  Acquisition of this water right from a Touchet River farmer is a time-limited opportunity which, if funded and approved as a Trust Water Right, will result in an immediate and permanent improvement in Touchet River instream flows.  These flows will directly benefit bulltrout and steelhead currently listed as threatened under the Endangered Species Act.  Of particular interest to Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife is the chance to improve flows for upstream migration of adult steelhead.

The subject water right is located on the Touchet River between Prescott and Waitsburg at approximately river mile 40.  This water right is a fairly senior water right with a priority date of 1869 and the current landowner reports the use has never been interrupted.  This seniority will allow the instream flow to be protected as it flows past all junior users.  In particular, the water right is senior to a downstream irrigation district which often takes a majority and occasionally all of the Touchet’s flow at its diversion point near Hofer Dam.  If this water right is transferred to an instream right it will be senior to the irrigation district’s water right (and thus ineligible for their diversion) and will provide flows to a reach of the river that has historically been de-watered.

b. Justification as 2001 Action Plan For Fish in Response to Power System Emergency Solicitation of Proposals 

This project addresses flow impairment on the Touchet River a tributary to the Walla Walla River.  Threatened bulltrout and steelhead that migrate, spawn, and rear in the Touchet encounter adverse conditions in the lower reaches such as warming temperatures, lack of riparian vegetation and low flows.  Anadromous fish that reach this tributary have already endured the arduous task of navigating the hydrologically altered Columbia and four of its major dams.  Washington State Conservation Commission’s Limiting Factors Study for WRIA 32  (4/21/2001) states that seasonal low flows are exacerbated by irrigation water withdrawals and it identifies low flows below Hofer Dam as a hindrance to steelhead migration in the Touchet River.  During the 2001 Power System Emergency Operations, stresses on these anadromous fish are expected to increase, as protective measures in the NMFS BiOp may not be followed due to emergency conditions.  

It is the intention of this proposal to make an improvement in tributary habitat (particularly flows) as the anadromous species are expected to be at an even higher risk of mortality due to emergency operations.  Improved flows in the Touchet, particularly in the frequently dewatered reach near below Hofer Dam (RM 5.0), are expected to help improve passage for these at-risk fish species.  Improved passage will expedite fish migration (particularly fall steelhead) through the lower reaches in order that the fish can more quickly gain access to cooler and more habitable reaches upstream and in the tributaries.

If this acquisition is not pursued by WWT the landowner is prepared to lease their water for agriculture purposes which will remove flows from the Touchet and exacerbate low flow conditions in this closed basin (the basin was closed to further water appropriations in 1977 due to low flows).  At this point in time, the applicant is not aware of any other mitigation effort proposed in 2001 to improve flows in the de-watered reaches of the Touchet.  Without this proposed flow improvement, fish who have survived the Columbia River migration under 2001 Power System Emergency Operations will likely have to lay-by longer in the lower and warmer reaches of the Touchet increasing stress for the species and increasing the risk of mortality.

Permitting and landowner agreements required for this project, consist of 1) completion of a Purchase and Sale Agreement (WWT has the template) signed by both landowner and WWT; and 2) submittal and review of a Water Right Change Application to the Washington State Department.   Both of these activities can be completed within 12 months of approval.

c. Rationale and relationship to criteria for 2001 Action Plan For Fish in Response to Power System Emergency Solicitation of Proposals 

As stated above, this proposal addresses tributary habitat conditions for threatened bulltrout and steelhead in the Touchet River.  It is intended to improve conditions for these species in response to the increased stresses and risk of mortality likely to be caused by the 2001 Power System Emergency Operations.  Fish entering the Walla Walla basin already are at risk of pre-spawn mortality and straying.  This proposal will improve instream flows hopefully allowing these at risk species to migrate through the lower reaches of the system more quickly and to gain access to better habitat upstream.

This project directly addresses low flow conditions which present a risk to survival of ESA listed bulltrout and steelhead which are expected to be at increased risk of survival due to the power system emergency operations.

This project is ready for on-the-ground implementation this year.  This project can be completed with one-time funding available this summer and/or fall 2001.  This project is not proposed for mitigation for the drought or in-lieu-of expenditures, or actions authorized or required by other entities.  To the best of our knowledge the project is consistent with the federal government’s trust and treaty obligations, and complies with the ESA, and is consistent with the Northwest Power Act and is clearly in compliance with applicable state laws (Chapter 90.42 RCW authorizes the creation of Trust Water Rights in Washington State).

d. Relationships to other projects 
This project relates to project number 23047 (Acquire Tucannon River Water Rights) and project number 23046 (Increase Instream Flows to De-watered stream Reaches in the Walla Walla Basin).  Both projects increase the visibility and awareness of instream flow acquisition in the Columbia Plateau Region.  Acquisition of this water right will contribute to the objectives of project number 23046, and will build awareness of flow acquisition as a restoration tool in the Columbia Plateau Region.  This project depends on the participation of staff from Washington State Department of Ecology and the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife for evaluation of the water right, and evaluation of the environmental benefits associated with the project.  In fact biologists will be meeting on May 29 to discuss  the merits of this and other restoration proposals.  Their findings and recommendations will be forwarded to BPA for inclusion with this proposal as soon as they become available.

e. Proposal objectives, tasks and methods
Objectives 

The goal of the project is to ultimately increase instream flow in the Touchet River.  As stated earlier the WSCC Limiting Factors Study for the Walla Walla basin has identified irrigation diversions as a detractor to fish survival in the lower Touchet River   WWT has targeted a senior agricultural water right on the Touchet River that if purchased and dedicated to the Washington State Trust Water Right Program it will provide much needed flow in a river in which threatened steelhead and bulltrout reside.  WWT will do this through three objectives: developing the acquisition opportunity, which in turn will increase the stream flow, and lastly, WWT will also protect and monitoring the water right once it is dedicated as a Trust Water Right.


Tasks and Methods 

1. Develop Acquisition Opportunity

WWT will contact the water right holder and obtain all information needed to verify the water right is valid and beneficial.  WWT will work with WDFW staff to evaluate biological benefits associated with the proposed project.  WWT will secure WDFW written support of the project before proceeding.  A site visit will be completed, and WWT will negotiate a permanent acquisition of the water right.  WWT will then apply to Department of Ecology to transfer the water right to instream.  Once the Department of Ecology approves the transfer, the instream water right will be protected under the authorities of the Washington State Trust Water Rights Program.

2. Increase Streamflows

WWT will purchase and create a permanent instream water right for the Touchet River within the Walla Walla Subbasin.  The water right is for 78 acres of farmland with up to 1.04 cfs of water in the summer irrigation season and a potential additional CFS in winter months.  Final determination of the actual instream water right quantity will be made by the Washington Department of Ecology.  While this water quantity may be seen by some as limited, WWT sees this as a first step in building improved flows in the Touchet River.

3. Instream water right protections and ecological evaluation

WWT will develop a plan for site monitoring (making sure that the water is not being diverted) and coordinate with partners and subcontractors where necessary to implement a monitoring plan that will ensure the water right is protected, and will measure ecological value.

f. Facilities and equipment
Not applicable
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Section 4. Key personnel

Name:

Yolanka Wulff

Title:

Executive Director

Status:
Full-time Employee at the Washington Water Trust

Education: University of California at Santa Barbara, Law and Society, 




BA Degree, 1978 

Responsibilities: The Executive Director, working with dedicated staff, with general policy guidance from the Board, shapes the mission and directs the operations of the Water Trust. Yolanka is capable of dealing successfully with a very wide range of personalities and perspectives -- comfortable with farmers, foundation program officers, attorneys, irrigation district managers and federal, tribal and state agency personnel. Yolanka also possesses strong experience in fundraising management, conservation real estate transactions, water law, and has strong knowledge of water policy issues.

Yolanka 's duties include: 

management  where she supervises programs, development and administrative staff , works with Board of Directors and Board Committees to ensure sound governance, maintains fiduciary responsibility and sets long-term organizational goals, develops and manages annual budget and supervises production of financial reports; 

program where she leads development of core programs of the organization, negotiates water rights transactions and work with Ecology to secure instream status for transferred rights, develops and executes strategy for maintaining and improving existing legal framework within which water rights transfers are completed in Washington, serves as principal spokesperson for the organization, oversees development of communication materials; and

development where she develops and implements fundraising strategy for the organization, develops grant proposals and supporting budgets, and solicits individuals and corporations for gifts to operation and acquisition funds.

Expertise: Yolanka brings to WWT a combination of skills that include non-profit management, conservation real estate transactions and an understanding of western water law. Yolanka has a law degree from the University of Washington School of Law, with an emphasis in environmental and land use law, and a BA in Biology from Whitman College.

Previous Employers: Yolanka joined the Washington Water Trust in February, 2001 as Executive Director. Before joining WWT, she served as the executive director of the Bainbridge Island Land Trust, a non-profit conservation land trust. There she worked on conservation easement transactions, organized fundraising efforts and was in charge of the organization’s management and operations. As an attorney, Yolanka has served as a land use hearing examiner in several jurisdictions in western Washington. She previously managed her family’s retail business, and worked in accounting for a number of years. Yolanka serves as a Planning Commissioner for the City of Bainbridge Island, and chairs the City’s Wetlands Advisory Committee.
Name:

Sarah Ogier 

Title:

Project Manager

Status:
Full-time Employee at the Washington Water Trust

Education: University of Washington, Water Resources Management and Planning, MUP Degree, March 1998

The Evergreen State College, Urban and Environmental Planning, BA Degree, March 1990
Responsibilities: The Project Manager is responsible for implementing the principal program of the Water Trust, The Water Rights Acquisition Program. Using the tools and techniques of nonprofit real estate acquisition, Sarah identifies, negotiates and completes water rights transactions that enhance river conditions. 

Sarah's primary responsibilities are to: identify project opportunities, carry out all phases of the water rights acquisition program from initial outreach to negotiation, work with counsel, develop legal documents for use in transactions, develop and oversee monitoring and enforcement efforts, build public awareness and understanding of the Water Trust and its tools through outreach events, and participate in Water Trust efforts to secure funding for water rights acquisition.

Sarah's other duties include: program planning, making public presentations, developing scientific criteria for acquisitions and developing a monitoring program.

Expertise: Sarah has an in-depth knowledge of instream flow protection issues in Washington state, expertise in real estate acquisition and project management practices, and a proven track record working with landowners, public agencies and citizen groups. She has over ten years of experience in natural resource planning and management in the Pacific Northwest.
Previous employers: Sarah was hired as Project Manager in July, 2000. Prior to that she served as Program Coordinator for the Green River Basin Program with King County’s Department of Natural Resources where she led floodplain management projects which integrated environmental restoration and flood protection.  Additionally, Sarah has several years of experience working on real estate projects including her tenure as Executive Director for OPAL Community Land Trust and work with private landowners to balance development with land stewardship principles.

Name:

Dale Bambrick

Title:

Eastern Washington Team Leader for National Marine Fisheries Service
Status:
Board Member for Washington Water Trust

Education: Central Washington University, Biology, BS Degree
Responsibilities (as it pertains to the Washington Water Trust's Board of Directors): In his role as a Board member of the Washington Water Trust, Mr. Bambrick oversees the work of the organization to ensure that it is consistent with the mission.

In addition, Mr. Bambrick provides expertise in the evaluation of real time benefits that may accrue from proposed water rights purchases.

Expertise: Mr. Bambrick is a fisheries biologist with over 15 years of experience in Eastern Washington fisheries. He has worked on fish production issues, land management policies, and land/water acquisition projects. He also is involved with Yakima Basin water planning and management issues. He has extensive experience in water policy issues, and helped author Washington's "Trust Water Rights" program guidelines.

Previous employers: Mr. Bambrick is a fisheries biologist with over fifteen years of experience in Eastern Washington fisheries. He started his worked as a high school biology teacher. He then went on to work for Grant County PUD as a fish biologist, and worked his way up to Environmental Manager for the Yakama Indian Nation.  He was Regional Director for the Department of Fish and Wildlife for Kittitas, Yakima, Benton, Franklin, and portion of Grant, Adams, and Chelan Counties.  

Name:

Angela Nicholson

Title:

Conservation Associate

Status:
Full-time Employee at the Washington Water Trust

Education: University of Washington, Fisheries Biology, BS Degree, 1997
Responsibilities: The Conservation Associate is a position with both administrative and program responsibilities. In addition to administrative responsibilities, the individual will work on the principal program of the Water Trust, its water rights acquisition program. Angela reports to the Executive Director.  

Angela's responsibilities are:

Program where she serves as initial contact for all inquiries, assists with research on water policy issues, assists with all aspects of Water Trust Acquisition Program, works on community, government and public relations efforts, researches water rights and property owner data, monitors fallowed lands/water rights; and Public outreach where she assists executive director with public education and outreach program, creates outreach material in house and coordinate designer, and executive director with content, production, and release of outreach materials, represents the Water Trust at speaking engagement, community outreach events, meetings and workshops, responsible for maintenance and development of website.

Expertise: Angela was hired in 1999.  Angela's background is in fisheries biology, and she has an in-depth knowledge of commercial fisheries in Washington, Oregon, and Alaska.  She has worked on water-policy issues for over 3 years, and has experience in community outreach and education.   
Previous employers: Prior to joining the staff, she worked as a Conservation Assistant for American Rivers and as a Program Assistant for the Willapa Alliance.  She has also worked in the commercial fishing industry in Alaska and Washington.
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