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Section 3. Project description

Provide project detail for headings a through g. 

a. Abstract

Jack Stanford and other collaborators have identified Yakima River reaches that “appear to be crucial to the long-term survival and recovery of salmon in the Yakima River system.”  The Kittitas Valley Reach is a “huge flood plain” that begins near Taneum Creek and ends when the river enters the Yakima Canyon.  This grant proposal focuses on the most functional and ecologically intact lands west and south of the City of Ellensburg, riparian areas that represent a “very complex upwelling system with substantial intact riparian forest and minimal housing encroachment.” (Jack Stanford, 1998).

The upwelling sections of these flood plains have the highest value for conservation and enhancement because they have the most complex habitats.  The upwelling creates a mosaic of interconnected aquatic habitats (riparian wetlands) that expand and contract in relation to the river hydrograph.  The associated wetlands in the properties to be purchased are fish and wildlife havens.  WDFW has designated one of the properties as a bald eagle communal roost, while a 1994 fish survey of the Yakima River side channels reported finding large numbers of anadromous and resident fish.

Based on Stanford’s research and the Yakama Nation’s EDT model, this proposal is part of a cooperative Yakama Nation/Nature Conservancy/BOR/BLM/Washington State Parks and WDFW strategy to identify and bring into conservation ownership/easement properties in the Kittitas Reach, or to retain agriculture water rights to benefit fish populations.  Due to the serious water shortage, one of the Kittitas Reach property owners has sold his year 2001, 600-acre feet senior water right to WDOE.  

b. Justification as 2001 Action Plan For Fish in Response to Power System Emergency Solicitation of Proposals 

Power system operations of the Columbia River system are adversely affecting survival of rearing juvenile salmonids and out-migrating smolts.  This proposal is intended to improve rearing conditions in the Upper Yakima River basin in order to produce more “robust smolts” to better survive sub-optimal conditions in the main-stem Columbia River.  This proposal will also add in-stream flows to the system.
Kittitas Reach salmonid species to benefit from this project are:

Spring chinook

Coho

Steelhead

Bull trout

No permits are needed for this project.  Landowner agreements and real estate transactions could be completed within the time window allowed by this BPA grant.

c. Rationale and relationship to criteria for 2001 Action Plan For Fish in Response to Power System Emergency Solicitation of Proposals 

 The Bonneville Power Administration has promoted numerous fish productivity, acquisition, and restoration projects in the Yakima River basin including funding three acclimation sites in the upper Yakima watershed, the Cle Elum Hatchery, and YKFP acquisitions near Union Gap, along the Naches River, and by the town of Cle Elum.  

Willing sellers have been identified for property and/or water rights purchase.  Providing permanent water rights as well as protecting premiere riparian and floodplain habitat are the key strategies utilized for long-term salmon recovery in the Yakima River basin.

d. Relationships to other projects 
As mentioned in (a), this proposal connects other acquisitions, either consummated or planned, in the lower Kittitas Valley Reach.  The Bureau of Land Management purchased two parcels in the 1990’s, which are adjacent to one of the properties identified in this grant.  The Yakama Nation is pursuing purchase of the 103 acre Hanson Ponds site.  WDFW applied for BPA Yakima Sub-basin funds to acquire the 30-acre Snowden Property as part of the YKFP Wilson Creek fish passage project.  WDFW, The Nature Conservancy and Washington State Parks are negotiating with a willing landowner to purchase 200 Yakima River floodplain acres.

The proposed acquisitions complement the BPA Yakima-Klickitat Project by securing and restoring rearing habitat for use by fish produced by the Yakima Fisheries Project and their progeny.  The YKFP is part of a more comprehensive effort by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Forest Service, BPA, the Yakama Nation and the State of Washington to enhance the fishery and water resources of the Yakima River basin.  The YKFP is testing the assumption that supplementation can be used to increase natural production of anadromous fish in the Yakima River system.

A portion of the proposed acquisitions would complement an ongoing Lower Wilson Creek Fish Protection and Passage Restoration project funded by BPA to provide access to rearing habitat in Wilson Creek through elimination of juvenile fish passage obstacles between the City of Ellensburg and the confluence of Wilson Creek with the Yakima River.  

This proposal is consistent with the Northwest Power Planning Council’s 2000 Program including the following sections:  Overall Vision (Section III AA-1) “Where feasible, this program will be accomplished by protecting and restoring the natural ecological functions, habitats and biological diversity of the Columbia River Ecosystem…”, Planning Assumptions (Section III, S-2) “This is a habitat based program rebuilding healthy, natural producing fish and wildlife populations by protecting mitigating and restoring habitats and the biological systems within them…”.

e. Proposal objectives, tasks and methods
Objectives :  Secure spawning and rearing floodplain and riparian habitat for salmonids in the Kittitas Valley Reach of the Yakima River.  Secure permanent irrigation water rights. 


Tasks and Methods 

Tasks:

1.   Initiate appraisal on property #1

2.   Prepare and sign landowner agreement

3.   Begin landowner negotiations on property #2

4.  Prepare and sign landowner agreement

4.   Purchase property #1 and #2.

Methods

1.  Property appraisals:  Yakama Nation and The Nature Conservancy

2.  Procure acquisition funds:  WDFW seeking BPA grant

3.  Develop operations and maintenance plan:  Region 3 WDFW staff

4.  Identify and implement restoration activities:  if any

5.  Monitor:  Stream surveys, redd counts, measure restoration success.

f. Facilities and equipment
Not applicable
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