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PART 2 of 2. Narrative

Title:
Upper Yakima River Acquisitions

Section 3. Project description

Provide project detail for headings a through g. 

a. Abstract:   

The Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife (WDFW), in cooperation with the Yakama Nation and The Nature Conservancy, has identified two parcels of land in Kittitas County having outstanding fish and wildlife resource values.  Both parcels were identified in the Jim Waldo proposal to Governor Gary Locke, and were recommended to BPA for funding.  The 96 and 80 acre pieces need to be purchased immediately due to development threats by the respective landowners.  Both parcels straddle the Yakima River.  Both are forested wetland complexes accessible to spring chinook, steelhead and bull trout, and the 80 acre piece is the outlet of a 290 acre wetland system rated category 1 by WDOE.  Both sites serve as two of the last undeveloped refuges in the eastern portion of the I-90 corridor.   Purchase of the 96 acre parcel would also benefit upland species including elk and deer.  Pileated woodpeckers, a WDFW “priority” species have been observed on site, and there is one verified report of Vaux’s swift.  The 96 acres is “snag rich,” therefore, we expect a full complement of cavity excavators to utilize the area.  

b. Justification as high priority

Spawning and rearing habitat for spring chinook salmon, Mid-Columbia steelhead, and bull trout will be irretrievably lost if the two parcels are not placed into public, protective ownership.  The 80 acres is accessible to salmonids through the watercourses via USFS/BOR property immediately below Keechelus Dam. This piece is situated in the middle of one of the few critical habitats connecting links across I-90 i.e. Lower Keechelus lake/Swamp lake area.  

The majority of the 96 acre site lies within the “floodplain” designation.  This means the property can be developed into home sites similar to the Sun Estates subdivision situated adjacent to the property.  The current landowner plans to log the property, then subdivide into small building plots.  Gravel mining could also legally occur.  The owners of the 80 acre piece have already clearcut portions of their site, and now hope to sell the gravel to DOT for the agency’s multimillion dollar projects in the immediate vicinity, as well as sell gravel to developments on both sides of Snoqualmie Pass.  The owners are also considering selling the property/company to larger companies to develop the mine and property. Cascade Partnership is acquiring an adjacent section, which will help block up a corridor.  However from a landscape perspective, the 80 acres contains the most ecologically significant features.  Acquisition of this parcel is a crucial compliment to realizing the benefits of the Cascade Partnership purchase.   

Please note:  Cindy McMinn, WDFW Lands Agent is committed to completing these two purchases within 2001.

c. Rationale and relationship to criteria for high priority projects adopted in the 2000 Fish and Wildlife Program

 The Upper Yakima River acquisition proposal meets many of the criteria for high priority projects by:

· Being self-sustaining after purchase

· Carrying immediate, measurable benefits by halting on-going and destructive proposals for both sites, and by providing active spawning and rearing habitats for salmonids.

· Connecting patches of high-quality wetland habitat (290 acres)

· Rating as a top acquisition priority by the Yakama Nation, WDFW, Nature Conservancy, Bureau of Reclamation, Cascade Partnership, and US Fish & Wildlife Service

d. Relationships to other projects 
The Cascade Partnership is acquiring an adjacent section to the 80 acre piece, which will help block up a corridor.  However, the 80 acres contains the most ecological significant features (Brent Renfrow, WDFW Habitat Biologist, personal communication).  Acquisition of this parcel is a crucial compliment to realizing the benefits of the other purchase.  The Nature Conservancy, Mountains to Sound Greenway, Yakama Nation Fisheries Program and the Bureau of Reclamation have all expressed interest in the parcel but have not consummated any “deals” to date.

e. Proposal objectives, tasks and methods
Objectives 

1. Complete property appraisals

2. Procure acquisition funds 

3. Purchase both properties:2001

4. Begin master planning process

5. Restoration:  Place a “Reichmuth drop structure” in the Yakima River to divert some water into the upper end of the old river channel to create rearing habitat salmonids throughout the old channel.  WDFW, Brent Renfrow.  Seek funds through SRFB and RFEG.


Tasks and Methods 

1.  Property appraisals:  Scott Nicolai task.  Completed by Yakama Nation (January 1, 2001)

2. Procure acquisition funds:  Bill Weiler task.  BPA grant and Jim Waldo initiative.

3. Purchase properties: Nature Conservancy/WDFW task.  Depending on fund availability, 2001

4. Develop operations and maintenance plan:  Region 3 (WDFW) staff:  2001

5. Identify and implement restoration activities:  Brent Renfrow and Cindi Confer, WDFW Habitat Biologists: 2001 and 2002.

f. Facilities and equipment
NA

g. References

Personal Communication: Brent Renfrow WDFW, 509 – 925-1013

                                         Scott Nicolai     YN, 509 – 962- 6142

Section 4. Key personnel

Bill Weiler WDFW Watershed Steward               Grant writing and fund procurement

Brent Renfrow WDFW Habitat Biologist             Project Coordinator:  Fullerton 80 acre piece

Cindi Confer WDFW Habitat Biologist               Project Coordinator: Lanphere 96 acre piece

Cindy McMinn WDFW Lands Agent, Region 3   Coordinate all Real Estate Transactions

Scott Nicholai                                                      Yakama Nation Biologist (Property Appraising)

Resumes available upon request
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