Bonneville Power Administration

FY 2001 High Priority Project Proposal Review

PART 2 of 2. Narrative

Title:
Develop System to Acquire Additional In-stream Flow through Market Based Incentives
Section 3. Project description

Provide project detail for headings a through g. 

a. Abstract

Currently in many basins water has been completely allocated to out of stream uses and little water remains in-stream to benefit aquatic life.  This project’s intent is to develop a market based incentive program which will seek out water right holders who are willing to sell, lease or otherwise convert part or all of their water right for in-stream use.

b. Justification as high priority

A number of salmonid species are currently listed as threatened or endangered by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) or the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).  Part of the decline in these listed fish populations is attributable to the reduction in available habitat for spawning, rearing and migration.  A significant factor in habitat reduction is due to the withdrawal of water from the system making habitat inaccessible during certain parts of the year, and/or eliminating areas of habitat critical to certain life stages of the salmonid (i.e. drying up of gravel beds which limit access to spawning areas, also directly impacts redds preventing emergence of fry and stranding juveniles trying to rear or migrate).  Dewatering also reduces the habitat area available to support other aquatic life that impacts the amount of food supplies needed by salmonids.

c. Rationale and relationship to criteria for high priority projects adopted in the 2000 Fish and Wildlife Program

Restoration of in-stream flows is identified as a priority in the Oregon Plan for Salmon and Watersheds.  Measure IVB5 directs the Department of Fish and Wildlife to restore in-stream flows through seeking out opportunities to transfer or lease water for in-stream use.  In the case of this program ODFW would be transferring purchased, leased or conserved water rights to in-stream use.

d. Relationships to other projects 
N/A

e. Proposal objectives, tasks and methods
Objectives 

Improve in-stream flows by developing a program using market-based incentives to purchase, lease or conserve existing water rights and convert them to in-stream flows


Tasks and Methods 

f. Facilities and equipment
Computer equipment

g. References

(Replace this text with your response in paragraph form)

Section 4. Key personnel

Rick Kepler, PEM-D, Water Program Manager, ODFW Habitat Division (Oversees project)

One Natural Resource Specialist 2 (Negotiation and development of market based approach for acquiring in-stream flows) - To be hired
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