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Section 9 of 10. Project description

a. Abstract 
This proposal will increase riparian restoration implementation and develop tools for long term protection of restored areas.

b. Technical and/or scientific background
Historical reviews of the Grande Ronde and Imnaha basin aquatic systems have identified significant changes to the riparian conditions through human intervention (McIntosh et. al., 1994; Bureau of Reclamation, 1981, etc.). Taking actions to ensure the health of riparian areas in the basin is identified as a “Very High Priority” activity along unconstrained reaches in the Stream and Riparian Conditions in the Grande Ronde Basin 1993 analysis conducted by Clearwater BioStudoies, Inc.(1993).  The Wallowa County-Nez Perce Tribe Salmon Recovery Plan with Multi Species Habitat Strategy (1999) identifies riparian conditions needing improvement throughout the two basins.  

c. Rationale and significance to Regional Programs
While common recognition of the need to improve riparian areas is found throughout the basin, improvement of existing protection opportunities is needed.  The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) is a program developed between the USDA and the state of Oregon.  The Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board is a cost share partner in the program with the Farm Service Agency.  There are currently approximately 50 CREP contracts in the Wallowa and Union County area.  The contracts vary from less than one acre to more than 75 acres.  Riparian buffers under the program average 100 feet in width.  This project would create a program to add permanent protection to the riparian areas being enrolled for 10 or 15 year contracts.  The program could also assist in addressing winter cattle feeding areas in the basin in some instances.  

d. Relationships to other projects 
Riparian restoration is being implemented under a number of programs (see 8402500, 9202601, 9608300, 9702500).  This effort would help to consolidate those efforts and add to the incentives for permanent protection.

e. Project history (for ongoing projects) 

N/A

f. Proposal objectives, tasks and methods
The proposal has three primary objectives:

1. Develop a mechanism for the permanent protection of enrolled CREP lands

2. Provide additional assistance to the program for outreach and technical assistance

3. Fund initial permanent easements for willing enrollees.

Develop a Permanent Protection Mechanism:
OWEB has the authority to acquire lands or interests in lands under both constitutional and statutory provisions.  The agency needs to determine an economic methodology to apply to the acquisition of permanent easements under the CREP program.  The development of a program to evaluate, administer and manage a permanent easement program is the first step in the provision of permanent protection of CREP riparian restoration lands.

Provide Technical And Outreach Assistance for the CREP Program:

Interest in the CREP program has been high in the Grande Ronde basin.  The program is limited by technical assistance and outreach staff to provide public information on the program.  This project will provide two full time staff to provide outreach and technical assistance to the CREP program.  The staff will be located in the agricultural Service Centers in Wallowa and Union Counties.

Fund Initial Permanent Easements:

Once a methodology for evaluating riparian easements has been established and a program has been developed to administer and manage the easements, landowners will be approached to acquire easements.  The implementation will become part of the outreach and technical assistance once the program is developed.

g. Facilities and equipment
The staffing would be housed in the agricultural service centers in Union and Wallowa Counties.  Office space and equipment would be provided for the staff.
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Section 10 of 10. Key personnel

Program Manager will be Ken Bierly of OWEB

Riparian outreach specialist and restoration planner will be hired for the project.
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