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The following represent YSS’s response to concerns identified in the ISRP “Preliminary Review of Fiscal Year 2002 Project Proposals for the Columbia Plateau Province”, ISRP 2001-6, June 15, 2001.

CONCERN 1:
WHAT PROPORTION OF ALL DIVERSIONS ARE SCREENED?

RESPONSE:
Sixty-six medium and smaller size diversions were originally identified in the Phase II program.  Forty-two fish screens (64%) have been modified, rebuilt, or replaced by the YSS and/or U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) since construction was started in 1992.  Eight sites (12%) have been eliminated from the program due to changed agricultural practices and apparent abandonment.  Eight sites (12%) have been proposed for transfer to a “Phase III” program, and 3 sites (5%) were combined in a consolidated pumping plan.  Five of the original sites (Packwood, Tjossem, Selah Moxee, Scott, Fogarty) remain to be modified, rebuilt, or replaced under the Phase II program, and are the focus of this proposal.

CONCERN 2:
WHAT IS THE PROTOCOL OR SPECIFIC CRITERIA THAT ESTABLISHES THE PRIORITIZATION RANK ORDER FOR THE SCREENING ACTIVITIES?

RESPONSE:
The Phase II program is facilitated by the Yakima Fish Passage Technical Work Group (TWG).  This group consists of representatives from BPA, BOR, NMFS, WDFW, CBFWA, CRITFC, Yakama Indian Nation, Yakima River Basin Association of Irrigation Districts, and other state, Federal, and local agencies and interested individuals.  The TWG, typically addressing the largest, most difficult, and expensive projects, which directly relates to largest flow and greatest potential for juvenile fish mortality, determine project priority and scheduling.  The TWG is comprised of experienced biologists, engineers, facility operators, fabrication and construction specialists, and others representing differing agencies and interest groups.  Preliminary designs of each site are reviewed by the TWG to ensure that all pertinent state and Federal criteria are met, and that new facilities meet the functional requirements of fish passage and protection in a cost effective manner.

CONCERN 3:
SOME OF THE PROJECT DESCRIPTIONS (#199105700, #199107500) SHARED THE SAME INTRODUCTORY MATERIAL, SUGGESTING THE PROPOSALS COULD HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED UNDER ONE PROPOSAL.

RESPONSE:
The necessity for separate proposals lies in the fact that we are separate agencies (state WDFW vs. Federal BOR), each with separate functions and responsibilities relative to the successful completion of the Phase II fish screens in the Yakima Basin.  Presenting separate proposals, as we have historically done, facilitates the contracting process and ensures the responsibilities are not confused.
CONCERN 4:
SPECIFICALLY DESCRIBE THE FUNCTIONAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THIS PROPOSAL AND PROJECTS #199107500 AND #199200900.

RESPONSE:
This proposal (#199105700), sponsored by YSS, is closely linked to project #199107500, sponsored by BOR.  YSS has historically been tasked with fish screen and metalwork fabrication and construction for Phase II sites, while BOR’s role is general project coordination, engineering support and design, construction supervision, contract administration, revegetation of completed sites, and contractor claim settlements.  


On-going preventative routine and emergency fish screen maintenance, addressed by YSS sponsored project #199200900, is a complementary “infrastructure” investment essential to the protection of fish life, and to the longevity of the facilities covered under this program.  YSS is currently responsible for O&M duties at 23 of the Phase II sites, and in all likelihood will be responsible for the 5 remaining Phase II sites yet to be modified, rebuilt, or replaced under project #199105700.

CONCERN 5:
WHY THE APPARENT REDUNDANCY OF EFFORT BETWEEN PROJECTS #199107500 AND #199105700, WITH EFFORT BEING EXPENDED ON THE SAME SCREEN SITES?

RESPONSE:
As explained above, this proposal complements the proposal sponsored by BOR.  Although the two proposals seem to be a duplication of effort, YSS’s role will be fish screen and metalwork fabrication and construction for the five remaining Phase II sites (Packwood, Tjossem, Selah Moxee, Scott, Fogarty), while BOR’s role is general project coordination, engineering support and design, construction supervision, contract administration, revegetation of completed sites, and contractor claim settlements.  Together, we provide the best possible product in a cost effective manner.

1
3

