Response to ISRP Preliminary Review of

FY 2002 Proposals – Columbia Plateau Province

Project Number: 199601100

Project Title: Walla Walla River Juvenile and Adult Passage Improvements

Sponsor: Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation

Subbasin: Walla Walla

The ISRP Preliminary Comments on this project are as follows: “Fundable provided further assurance is given that monitoring and evaluation of fish passage will be conducted whether or not the separate proposal is funded (#20139), and a mechanism is established for written annual reports of progress.“ Following are the responses to each of these individual comments. 

Monitoring and Evaluation

Monitoring of the fish passage facilities completed under this project has been occurring for the past four years under project 200003300 (Walla Walla Fish Passage Operations - WWFPO). The WWFPO project was incorrectly identified in the proposal process and Subbasin Summary as #200020139. This obviously led to confusion that this was a new project, which it is not. The WWFPO project began in FY 1998 as a part of the Umatilla River Trap and Haul Project (now Umatilla Fish Passage Operations). It was budgeted separately from the Umatilla project in 1999 and was completely separated and given its own project number in FY2000. This is an ongoing project that provides weekly monitoring of adult and juvenile passage facilities throughout the Walla Walla Subbasin. The project ensures that the facilities are being operated within design criteria and that they are in the proper operational mode for current river conditions. 

Evaluation of the passage facilities is conducted separately from project #200003300 under two other projects. Evaluation of adult migration by radio tracking of steelhead and bull trout past completed facilitites in the subbasin is being conducted under project #200003900 (Walla Walla Basin Natural Production Monitoring and Evaluation). An evaluation of juvenile migration is proposed to begin in FY2002 under this same project. Evaluation of physical construction and operational aspects of the juvenile fish screening projects is being undertaken by Battelle – Pacific Northwest Laboratories and is funded under this project (#199601100). This project is assessing whether the completed facilities actually meet the construction and operational design criteria by evaluating them under both high and low flow operating conditions. Both of these evaluation efforts are in their initial year.  

In the Umatilla Subbasin, monitoring and evaluation projects related to the passage facilities were separated from the design and construction and operation and maintenance of those facilities. This was done for administrative purposes and in no way indicated any intent to not carry out these efforts as demonstrated by the ongoing efforts in those areas in the Umatilla Subbasin. BPA is committed to fund the appropriate level of monitoring and evaluation necessary to document the biological results of the passage improvements in the Walla Walla Subbasin just as they have in the Umatilla Subbasin.

Reporting

We agree that the lack of reporting in the past has made this project difficult to understand and track. BPA has handled implementation of these passage improvements like they do any other construction effort; they contract for construction management services and require the contractor to provide daily, weekly and monthly progress reports to monitor construction progress only. What seems to be desired in the ISRP comments is a broader-view annual accounting of progress made on all passage projects, showing status of design, construction, etc, and tying results to funding so the region can track the efforts and expenditures being invested under this project. Starting with this FY2001, BPA will prepare such an annual report, which will also include references to any O&M and M&E results.

