Response to ISRP Preliminary Comments

Project ID: 199802200

Pine Creek Ranch

Sponsor: CTWSRO

Subbasin: John Day

2002 Request: $172,000

2002-04 Estimate: $411,750

Short Description: Continue Construction & Implementation, Operations & Maintenance, Monitoring and Evaluation for Pine Creek Ranch.

Response Needed: Yes

ISRP Preliminary Comments: 
Fundable if adequate responses are given to ISRP concerns. This proposal is to conduct various construction, operation and maintenance and monitoring activities at Pine Creek Ranch. It describes many reasonable activities to be conducted in FY2002. It contains cost-sharing among a number of entities but should include better coordination with other monitoring and evaluation projects. The response should describe the project’s selection of monitoring approach (tier), for establishing the project's biologically measurable results, and the justification of this selection (see ISRP's general comments on monitoring).

BPA is apparently required to provide funding for as long as the hydropower system operates.  Regardless, the proposed budget should be reviewed carefully.  Pine Creek is primarily for wildlife mitigation, but has spawning summer steelhead from the Middle Columbia River ESU and resident redband trout.  They have a good public access program in place and are planning for additional construction for public access.

Elimination of fish passage barriers is appropriate, but consideration for protection of redband trout should be made.

Monitoring procedures and methods should be described or references given to written documents.  Where is the documentation for the redd counts for spawning summer steelhead and point-counts for breeding birds?  How were the sites for the breeding bird surveys selected? See the ISRP's general comments on monitoring.
What is the potential to return irrigation water rights to instream flow?

Response to ISRP Preliminary Comments:  

It contains cost-sharing among a number of entities but should include better coordination with other monitoring and evaluation projects.

Monitoring and evaluation efforts are intended to be coordinated with other efforts in the subbasin.  In particular, water quality and riparian condition monitoring (M & E Task 1.b.) is already coordinated with the EMAP John Day Basin study being conducted by Oregon DEQ, and steelhead redd surveys (M & E Task 1.f.) are an ongoing portion of basin-wide monitoring by ODFW.  

The response should describe the project’s selection of monitoring approach (tier), for establishing the project's biologically measurable results, and the justification of this selection (see ISRP's general comments on monitoring).

Most on-site project monitoring for Pine Creek Ranch will be conducted with a Tier 1 monitoring approach.  This approach allows monitoring of specific projects in which probabilistic sampling of independent sites is not possible.  Tier 1 monitoring on Pine Creek Ranch will include M & E Tasks 1.a., 1.c., 1.d, 1.e, 1.g, & 1.h. from the FY2002 proposal.  

Some monitoring on Pine Creek Ranch will serve a Tier 1 function on-site, but also contribute to Tier 2 monitoring within the subbasin.  Water quality and riparian condition monitoring and steelhead redd surveys (see above) fall into this category.  In the case of steelhead redd surveys, Pine Creek is a selected index reach, which, as noted in the ISRP comments, differs from a randomly selected sample site.  However, sampling on Pine Creek falls within ODFW monitoring efforts, which although not statistically designed, are closer to a Tier 2 than a Tier 1 approach in their scale and intent.  

Elimination of fish passage barriers is appropriate, but consideration for protection of redband trout should be made.

Removal of artificial fish passage barriers is expected to facilitate movement of both anadromous summer steelhead and resident redband trout within Pine Creek.  

Monitoring procedures and methods should be described or references given to written documents.  Where is the documentation for the redd counts for spawning summer steelhead and point-counts for breeding birds?  How were the sites for the breeding bird surveys selected?

Redd counts for summer steelhead are conducted by ODFW as part of the population monitoring effort within the John Day subbasin (Knapp, et al., 2001).  Trend data for the basin are presented in the draft subbasin summary.  Data from redd surveys on Pine Creek are presented in Table 1.  

Table 1.  Pine Creek Steelhead Redd Survey data
Year
2001
2000
1999
1998
1997
1996
1995
1994
1993
1992
1991
1990
1989
1988
1987
1986

Miles of stream surveyed
3.3
3.0
2.0
3.0
3.0
3.0
3.0
1.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
3.3
3.3
3.5
3.0
1.4

Redds Counted
1
0
6
0
10
16
5
0



10
37
46
56
14

Redds/Mile
0.3
0.0
3.0
0.0
3.3
5.3
1.7
0.0



3.0
11.2
13.1
18.7
10.0

Point counts are being conducted using a 10-minute count, with all birds observed recorded, and data subsequently limited to analyze species recorded within 50 m of the count location.  Count methods follow Ralph, et al. (1993).  Count locations were selected originally to function as photomonitoring points, and were selected to span the length of Pine Creek and major tributaries, and to reflect varied riparian habitat conditions.  Twenty-two points on Pine Creek, seven on Cove Creek, and twelve in Robinson Canyon are used for point counts.  Point counts are intended to function as Tier 1 monitoring of breeding bird use of riparian areas on Pine Creek ranch, which is expected to change over time as habitat conditions improve.  

What is the potential to return irrigation water rights to instream flow?

Irrigation water rights will be returned to instream flow, as noted in the FY2002 proposal.  A one-year instream lease of water rights is currently being negotiated with Oregon Water Resources Department.  Water rights will be used to establish vegetation plantings as part of the project’s enrollment in the CREP riparian buffer program.  Subsequent to restoration of desirable vegetation, all water rights will be permanently transferred to instream status.  
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