Project ID:
25086

Title:
Purchase Perpetual Conservation Easement on Holliday Ranch and Crown Ranch Riparian Corridors and Uplands

Section 9 of 10. Project description

a. Abstract 
The Holliday Ranch (Ranch), located within the John Day River Basin (Figure 1) two miles east of John Day, Oregon on Highway 26, proposes to purchase the neighboring Crown Ranch and sell a perpetual conservation easement on both properties to the Bonneville Power Administration.  The conservation easement would be administered through a contract with the Grant Soil and Water Conservation District.  Such easement would allow an existing riparian fence corridor, currently under 15 year lease, on 4.4 miles of mainstem John Day River to be converted to perpetual easement.  An additional mile of fence would be constructed on both sides of the mainstem and 9.5 miles of tributaries, including Pine Creek, Indian Creek, Dog Creek, Grub Creek and Castle Creek.  The mainstem corridor would be measured 300 feet from the center, the tributaries measured 150 feet from centerline.  SWCD shall oversee design, contracting, and construction of the fence.  The Ranch, inheritors, or assignees shall maintain the fence in perpetuity.  
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Figure 1.  Map of John Day Subbasin.

At this time, there is some uncertainty about the availability of long-term leases on the Carter Ranch, since the current owner, Mrs. Donna Carter has placed her property up for sale.  A new owner may be unwilling to either re-up the expiring short-term leases or unwilling to place them in long-term conservation easements.  The Holliday family intends to purchase the Carter Ranch and has stated that they are willing to convert the existing short-term leases on the Carter property into long-term easements and are willing to negotiate easements on all remaining riparian habitat encompassing the mainstem John Day River and several smaller tributaries.  They are also willing to sell development rights on all upland parcels.  Additionally, the Hollidays would convert the existing riparian leases on the properties that they currently own to long-term easements and will negotiate easements on their remaining riparian areas.  The Conservation Easement shall protect all uplands on both ranches outside of the riparian corridors from development, subdivision, and all prohibited and non-permitted uses as set forth in the easement. They have agreed that any such agreements will be based on an appraisal of the fair market value of the easements.  Recent appraisals from properties in the John Day area show riparian properties are valued between $1700/acre and $525/acre.  The Holliday appraisal has not been made available to state or federal agencies; however, the landowner has stated by fax it is his opinion that the “values for the conservation easements will be in the range of $4.5 million to $5.6 million”, and that this value will be roughly constant whether they include uplands and riparian or simply riparian.  These figures have not yet been reviewed by a federal appraiser, but an approximate simple mean has been used for the purpose of this proposal because they are the only numbers currently available
Steelhead trout and bull trout, both federally-listed threatened species, spring chinook salmon, westslope cutthroat trout, redband trout, several species of neo-tropical birds, Rocky Mountain elk, mule deer, antelope, bald eagle, mallard and California quail are some of the species that would benefit from this proposal.  

b. Technical and/or scientific background
The John Day River originates on the west slope of the Blue Mountains in East-Central Oregon.  It flows from four major forks in a northwesterly direction to enter the Columbia at river mile 218.  It drains 8,010 square miles and is the third largest drainage in the state of Oregon and the second largest undammed river in the lower 48 states.  Primary uses of the basin are ranching, farming, logging, recreation and mining.  Native populations of spring chinook salmon, summer steelhead, redband trout, westslope cutthroat trout and bull trout remain intact today.  There is no hatchery supplementation of anadromous fish in the basin. 

Aquatic habitats in the subbasin have undergone both chronic and acute destabilization throughout recent history.  Historic grazing, mining, logging, stream channelization, riparian clearing, wetlands filling, and other developments have all contributed to reduced riparian and stream habitat productivity.  Ongoing effects from mismanaged livestock grazing, instream heavy equipment use, road-related activities, and catastrophic floods are responsible for many negative effects to spawning and rearing habitat.  Spring chinook salmon, summer steelhead, and Pacific lamprey production is limited primarily by existing spawning and rearing conditions. Land use activities have not only detrimentally impacted habitats for fish, but also water quality and quantity, and trophic organization (CRITFC 1995).  These activities act to destabilize natural hydrologic processes and amplify the impacts of natural events such as storms.  Riparian habitat degradation is the most serious habitat problem in the subbasin for fish.  This loss leads to secondary effects that are equally harmful and limiting, including increased water temperature, low summer flows, excessive winter runoff, and sedimentation. 

Low flows, reduced riparian cover, and sedimentation also elevate water temperature, considered one of the most important habitat factors endangering salmonids and the top impairment to water quality (Li et al. 2000).  Overgrazing on riparian vegetation increases the amount of insolation reaching streams, resulting in cumulative increases in stream temperatures downstream (Li et al. 1994).  Water quality problems related to temperature are found in all major subbasin watersheds.  Preferred temperatures for salmonids is between 45° - 60° F, with bull trout preferring colder temperatures (Oregon Plan, Monitoring Protocol).  Generally, temperature above 64°F is beyond the thermal threshold of cold-water salmonids.  Elevated temperature increases metabolic rate, increases the risk of disease, reduces dissolved oxygen, and affects behavior patterns (Monitoring Protocol), all of which impose high metabolic costs and impair survival (Li et al. 1994).  High water temperatures in the mainstem limit salmonid production and force salmonids to limited cold-water refugia in reaches of the mainstem between Prairie City and Mt. Vernon and to the mainstem above Prairie City where water temperatures are suitable for year long rearing. Low flow and high water temperature have reduced the historic range of spawning and rearing habitat and contribute to spring chinook pre-spawning mortality.  Increased temperatures also interfere with the ability of juvenile salmon to achieve smoltification.  Mid-summer temperatures have been recorded above 70°F in many tributary systems (ODEQ data).

Loss of instream habitat and habitat diversity limits salmonid production.  Livestock grazing in riparian areas has led to entrenchment of streams or wider and shallower channels, reducing or destroying in-stream habitat necessary for spawning and rearing.  Human-caused channelization has eliminated floodplains and wetlands and reduced channel complexity, eliminating rearing habitat for juveniles and disconnecting floodplains with the stream.  A reduction in beaver populations has also limited their contribution to forming wetland and riparian habitat (Wissmar et. al. 1994).  Reduced riparian areas also limit woody debris in streams, diminishing pool quality and frequency, which are important for holding adults and rearing juveniles.  Spawning habitat was destroyed by gold dredging in years past as stream channel hydrology was altered, preferred gravels displaced, and riparian vegetation eliminated (Wissmar et al. 1994).  Loss of floodplains and wetlands has eliminated rearing areas for juveniles.  Loss of instream habitat also increases vulnerability to predation (NMFS 2000).

The project would be self-sustaining, as responsibility for ongoing fence maintenance falls on the Hollidays. Benefits would accrue from protection from livestock grazing in the riparian corridor, and development restrictions on the uplands.  Improved riparian conditions and more efficient irrigation practices on Pine Creek and Indian Creek could result in increased useable summer habitat in both streams.  Irrigation withdrawals and flood irrigation from upstream reaches virtually dries up several miles of these streams. Improved conditions on these streams could increase flow and extend cooler water downstream and into the John Day River.  Other tributaries would benefit from improved riparian conditions even more, because they do not have as large a proportion of flows diverted for irrigation.  Reduction of water temperatures in tributaries and the mainstem will contribute to steelhead and chinook smolt survival and enhance seasonal use by bull trout (ODFW et.al. 1990).  Thermographs will be installed at strategic locations.  Riparian vegetation will be measurable through establishment of photopoints.  Increased nesting habitat will provide neotropical bird nesting opportunity in proportion to available acreage as new vegetation matures inside the corridors.  

Protection of 15,532 acres of uplands from subdivision or other development will guarantee deer and elk from the Strawberry Wilderness Area and those from the Northside Wildlife Management Unit winter feeding areas safe from future subdivision and development.  Approximately 125 pronghorn antelope are year-round residents on both ranches and surrounding area.  All three species utilize meadows in both ranches to some extent during all seasons of the year.  Human disturbance from houses, ranchettes, and cabins has made considerable acreage on the north face of the wilderness area unsuitable for use by elk, and to a lesser extent by deer.  Additional growth would force deer and elk to dislocate to areas already supporting populations, straining landowner tolerance, or discontinue using the winter range altogether. 

Potential for enrollment of riparian corridors into the CREP program will be investigated.
The control of grazing has the greatest promise of any restoration measure for attaining rapid improvement in habitat conditions and salmon survival  (Rhodes et. al. 1994).

Riparian fencing is widely recognized as a highly significant restoration technique that reestablishes streamside vegetation and shading which in turn reduces the water temperature of target streams and rivers.  Warm water temperatures have been identified as one of the major limiting factors for anadromous fish production in the John Day River system (CTUIR 1983).  The majority of spring chinook spawning habitat is located approximately 10 miles upstream from the easternmost boundary of the property.  Corridor fencing projects have been ongoing on private lands since 1983, with a goal of decreasing water temperatures and extending the cool water plume downstream.  These projects have been funded by BPA through the ODFW John Day Fish Habitat Program, which seeks to fence significant waterways on private lands to benefit salmon and steelhead.  These habitat improvements have contributed to the recent increases in spring chinook spawning population, which was the highest on record in 2000 (Figure 2)

Figure 2.  Results of John Day River spring chinook spawning surveys, 1959-2000.[image: image1.png]John Day Subbasin





Grub Creek, Pine Creek and Indian Creek are important steelhead rearing habitat.  Grub, Dog, Indian, and Pine Creek are all Department of Environmental Quality 303(d) listed streams (ODEQ 1999) due to water temperatures, and mainstem John Day for fecal coliform bacteria, flow modification, dissolved oxygen, and water temperature.  Bull trout use the mainstem for migration and rearing during winter months, but warm water temperatures during the rest of the year limit use by bull trout and other salmonids.  In some years, spring chinook salmon have been observed spawning in the John Day River flowing through the property.  

As riparian vegetation matures upstream from the property and provides additional shade to the stream, water temperatures will likely be cooler and habitat suitable for year long rearing will extend farther downstream.  Other projects on private lands that are addressing irrigation return water and irrigation efficiencies will further contribute to the extension of this cool water farther down river.

A list of fish species that currently use the ranch property is presented in Table 1.

Table 1.  Fish species and use of the Holliday and Crown ranches.

Location
Species/Life stage
Season of Use
Type of Use




John Day River
chinook/adult
May, June
Upstream migration


chinook/juvenile
Nov.-April
Downstream migration/rearing


westslope cutthroat/all
Oct-June
Rearing/migration


redband trout/all
Oct-June
Rearing/migration


steelhead/adult
Feb-May
Upstream migration/spawning


steelhead/juveniles
Oct-June
  Rearing/downstream migration


lamprey/adults
March-April
Upstream migration


Non-game
Yearlong
Rearing/spawning

Grub Creek
steelhead/adult
April-May
Spawning/upstream migration


steelhead/juvenile
Yearlong
 Rearing/downstream migration
Non-game
Yearlong
 Rearing/spawning

Pine Creek
steelhead/adult
April-May
Upstream migration/spawning


steelhead/juvenile
Yearlong
 Rearing/downstream migration


chinook/juvenile
June-Sept.
Rearing


Non-game
Yearlong
Rearing/spawning

Indian Creek
steelhead/adult
April-May
Upstream migration/spawning


steelhead/juvenile
Yearlong
 Rearing/downstream migration


chinook/juvenile
June-Sept.
Rearing


Non-game
Yearlong
Rearing/spawning

Dog Creek
steelhead/adult
April-May
Upstream migration/spawning


steelhead/juvenile
Yearlong
 Rearing/downstream migration


westslope cutthroat/all
Yearlong
Rearing/spawning


Non-game
Yearlong
Rearing/spawning

Dissel Creek
None

Dean Creek
None

Castle Creek
None

Deep Gulch
None

The upland areas of both ranches are used extensively by numerous wildlife species.  The estimated number of animals commonly using both ranches and type of use is summarized in Table 2.

Table 2.  Common wildlife species found on the Holliday and Crown ranches

Species




Estimated Number


Type of Use


Elk
225
Summer and winter range

Deer
200


Winter range

Deer
  50


Summer range

Pronghorn
120
Summer and winter range

Bald eagle
  10


Winter roosts

California quail
250


Year long


Chukar partridge
30-50


Year long


Hungarian partridge
 25-30


Year long

The portion of the ranch on the south side of Highway 26 has relatively high potential for residential development, which would have a profound impact on deer and elk winter range.  Adjoining properties have been developed into mini-ranches where the county land use plan allows 80-acre minimum lot size on those properties zoned for exclusive farm use or forestry.  There are also numerous “lots of record” which allow smaller parcels to be developed, even down to one-half acre or smaller.  Higher density residential areas reduce the winter range carrying capacity in several ways:  increased traffic, reduced quality forage, increased harassment from pets, and human activity all contribute to degradation of winter habitat

c. Rationale and significance to Regional Programs
Low summer stream flows and the associated high water temperatures adversely affect salmonids throughout much of the John Day sub basin. Degradation of riparian areas and their effective hydrologic function has contributed significantly to these flow/temperature problems (ODFW 1990, CTUIR 1984).  In 1984 the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation (CTUIR 1984) identified 542 miles of degraded stream habitat on private lands within the John Day sub-basin in need of habitat restoration.  After 17 years of intensive efforts by this program, 77 miles of stream have been treated.

Hatchery supplementation has been dismissed as an option for increasing salmon and steelhead numbers in the sub-basin (Stuart et.al. 1987).  Habitat improvement, fish passage improvement and irrigation system improvements are considered to be the best option for increasing populations (Lindsay et.al. 1985) and is supported by goals, strategies, and action items in the Subbasin Summary (Knapp 2001).

The recent Federal Columbia River Power System (FCRPS) Biological Opinion and the Basinwide Salmon Recovery Strategy (All-H Paper) contain actions and strategies that are specific to the John Day Subbasin for habitat restoration and protection as the John Day Subbasin was targeted as a priority subbasin.
Passed into law in 1997 by Executive Order, the Oregon Plan for Salmon and Watersheds (www.oregon-plan.org) and the Steelhead Supplement to the Oregon Plan outlines a statewide approach to ESA concerns based on watershed restoration and ecosystem management to protect and improve salmon and steelhead habitat in Oregon. Recent legislation directs action toward habitat restoration and watershed improvements (Senate Bill 1010). Under this legislative plan, agricultural water quality issues are identified and addressed through a committee process.  Landowners aid in creating individualized farm plans designed to improve water quality throughout the area.  Efforts will reduce water pollution from agricultural sources and protect beneficial uses of watersheds.  Watershed councils and SWCDs follow SB1010 directives.  The proposed project will assist the ranch with these directives and complement efforts of other landowners toward meeting goals identified in the Oregon Plan and for meeting water quality standards as specified in a draft Water Quality Management Plan (SB 1010 Plan) for the Upper John Day River.

The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality and the Natural Resource Conservation Service initiated a process to develop a Unified Watershed Assessment (UWA) as part of the federal Clean Water Action Plan (CWAP) put forth by the USDA and EPA.  Using existing assessment information, public input, and Tribal, Federal, and State participation, the 1998 Unified Watershed Assessment and Restoration Priorities for Oregon assessed the condition of water resources and prioritized watersheds for restoration. (www.deq.state.or.us).  The Assessment is intended to identify potential opportunities to link the Oregon Plan, Tribal restoration plans, Federal plans, and other collaborative watershed assessment and restoration efforts.  Sub-basins that contain core and fringe populations of salmon with high genetic integrity (including the John Day Subbasin) were identified as presenting key opportunities for restoring fisheries and water quality.

US. v Oregon is a federal court case addressing treaty fishing rights in the Columbia River Basin.  Under U.S. v Oregon, a management plan for upper Columbia River fish runs was established by United States entities, the states of Oregon and Washington, and the Warm Springs, Yakama, Nez Perce, and Umatilla Tribes.  The goal of the Columbia River Fish Management Plan (CRFMP) is to rebuild weak runs to full productivity and fairly share the harvest of upper river runs.  Production information by subbasin was determined to be a necessary part of developing and revising the Plan.  Production factors developed for the John Day Subbasin through US. v Oregon determine basin-specific escapement levels and harvest rates for tribal and non-tribal fisheries.  The proposed project will assist in meeting those goals by increasing salmonid production within the John Day River subbasin.

Loss of winter range due to development and invasion of noxious weeds throughout the Columbia Basin is a major limiting factor for big game populations.  Past grazing practices have resulted in conversion of native ranges with various deciduous species, to grass ranges consisting of introduced grasses or low-value grasses with species of noxious weeds.  Deer, elk, and antelope are becoming more dependent on private agricultural cropland and pastures as winter range is physically lost and non-native weed species spreads throughout the historical winter range of the subbasin (Knapp 2001).  This project will protect critical deer and elk winter range from further development.

Another threat to healthy big game populations is the increasing value of lands and increased pressure to develop these lands for homes and higher density residential areas.   Ranchers are faced with ever increasing production costs that make it more difficult to generate enough income to keep ranches intact.  This project will allow the ranch to reduce the cost of acquiring additional acres and will protect those acres plus all the original ranch acres from development pressures.  This would total approximately 15,000 acres.

This project will help meet the following objectives, strategies and actions identified in the Subbasin Summary (Knapp 2001):  NMFS Strategy 2, Action 2.2; CRITFC Objective 2, 3, and 4; ODFW Fish Habitat objectives 1, 2, 3, and 4; ODFW Wildlife Diversity Objective 1; and ODFW Elk Management Objective 2.  This project also addresses NWPPC high priority wildlife goals for protection and/or enhancement of riparian/riverine habitats.  It will be the first long-term conservation easement signed for a privately owned, working cattle ranch in the John Day River subbasin (perhaps within the Columbia Basin).  

d. Relationships to other projects 
Encouraging recovery of riparian vegetation, improving stream bank stability and instream habitat diversity will result in an overall increase in water quality and quantity within the John Day River sub-basin.  These habitat improvements will result in an increase of the salmonid productivity within the John Day River system (Meehan 1991, Rhodes et.al. 1994).  Removal or modification of fish passage barriers will also improve adult and juvenile salmonid access to preferred habitats.

New riparian fencing proposed in this project will be administered and contracted by personnel from the existing ODFW habitat improvement project funded by BPA (FWP# 8402100).  Maintenance of this newly constructed fence and the fence that already exists on the mainstem John Day River will be done by the Hollidays.

This project will complement riparian fencing projects being implemented by ODFW through BPA funds (FWP# 8402100).  By protecting riparian areas upstream and downstream from the subject property from intense grazing (15 years minimum), fully functioning riparian attributes will become more pronounced through time by allowing vegetation inside the fenced areas to succeed toward climax communities.  Fenced areas will continue to produce these attributes until fence maintenance ceases. Landowners have constructed their own riparian protection fences or assumed maintenance duties on project fences in several locations.
The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality lists 107 John Day basin stream reaches as exceeding their standard for temperature (303d list).  This project will assist DEQ in meeting its goal by helping reduce water temperatures.

The John Day Basin Spring Chinook Salmon Escapement and Productivity Monitoring Project (FWP# 980160) is evaluating and monitoring spawner to spawner survival rates.  These survival rates could be used to document the effectiveness of habitat improvements toward increasing the population of wild spring chinook in the John Day River subbasin.  

Another project that will be complemented by this project is the Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation of Oregon John Day Watershed Restoration Project (FWP# 9801800).  The primary purpose of this project is to make more efficient use of irrigation water, improve passage at existing irrigation diversions, and to acquire critical salmonid habitat or to sign conservation easements on critical habitat.  All these activities will increase the effectiveness of the proposed project by providing more and cooler water to key spawning and rearing areas.  The proposed project will help keep this water cooler for a longer period of time and extend the cool water plume down river.

Other riparian fencing projects in the vicinity of the ranch that are funded by various state, federal, and private sources, have been completed.  This project complements these other projects by improving riparian conditions and the connectivity of functioning floodplains upstream and downstream from these other fencing projects.

e. Project history (for ongoing projects) 

This project was submitted as a High Priority Project in December 2000.  Has been ranked as “A – Bi-Op” by BPA, NMFS, ISRP, CBFWA, and NWPPC.   Only $481,800 was requested at the time of High Priority project submittal because an appraisal had not been completed.  High Priority project funding decisions are pending and unknown at this time.

f. Proposal objectives, tasks and methods
Phase:  Planning & Design

Objective 1.  Assess baseline conditions

Task a Conduct HEP survey

Task b. Conduct rangeland/grazing analysis

Task c. Conduct fish and wildlife species surveys.

Objective 2.  Develop manageemt plans

Task a. Analyze data to develop site specific management goals and objectives

Task b. Obtain recommendations of OSU Eastern Oregon Agriculture Research Center and Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit. 
Task c. Document past and current management through photographs and ranch records at both Holliday and Crown Ranches

Phase:  Construction/Implementation

Objective 1. Complete pre-conservation easement activities

Task a. Verify appraisal and obtain BPA approval (Note: an appraisal was conducted, but has not yet been provided to BPA by the landowner.  Thus, the easement amount is not approved by BPA at this time)

Task b. Complete NEPA surveys and prepare biological analyses and submit to NMFS/USFWS

Objective 2. Draft and sign final conservation easement terms and conditions

Task a. review and sign by all parties, incorporating management plan guidelines and requirements.  Final draft terms and conditions not yet signed

Objective 3. Prepare NRCS subcontract to administer conservation easement in perpetuity

Task a. develop statement of work and contract

Objective 4. Purchase perpetual conservation easement on riparian and upland habitats

FY 02 cost estimate is a mean value derived from figures provided verbally and by fax from landowner. Actual amount required may deviate up or down

Objective 5. Apply conservation easements terms to Holliday and Crown Ranches.

Task a. Place legally binding conservation easement encumberments on properties at Grant County Courthouse

Objective 6. Implement management plan - Protect Riparian areas

a. Purchase riparian fence materials for 21 miles of new fence construction

b. Purchase off-site water development materials and construct

Construct riparian fence

d. Remove old fence on mainstem

e. Build 190 gates

f. Construct 87 water gaps

Objective 7. Implement management plan - Protect Upland areas

a. control noxious weeds

Objective 8. Apply 20.1% indirect costs

Objective Pay for SWCD administration and overhead costs

Task a. services rendered

Section 6, Objectives

1. Maintain riparian corridor fences in good condition.
a. provide necessary materials to landowner to repair and rebuild fence as necessary. 

b. indirect costs @ 20.1%

2. SWCD adminstration and overhead
a. services rendered
Outyear Objectives

1. Maintain riparian corridor fences in good condition, providing materials for landowner to rebuild and repair. Labor and equipment are responsibility of landowner
Section 7, Objectives

1. Purchase and install 12 thermographs, software and shuttle

a. purchase and install

b. collect data and download to computer
2. Monitor riparian fence integrity
a. conduct monthly overflights to detect livestock trespass and fence integrity, livestock stocking levels on uplands
3. Monitor vegetative changes in riparian corridors and uplands
a. establish photopoints, repeat at least annually
4. SWCD overhead

a. services rendered

Outyear Objectives

1. Monitor thermographs annually, download and read data

2. Monitor riparian fence integrity by conducting monthly overflights

3. Monitor vegetative changes in riparian corridors and uplands
g. Facilities and equipment
No additional facilities or equipment will be necessary for implementation of this project.  Sufficient field equipment for monitoring the project and tracking budgets is currently owned by the Grant Soil and Water Conservation District.
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Section 10 of 10. Key personnel

Initial fence construction will be done by contractors to Grant Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD).   The SWCD Manager, Ken Delano, will administer those contracts and be responsible for monitoring the project.  After the fence is built, ranch personnel will be responsible for maintenance.

Ken Delano has been the SWCD manager for over 12 years and has implemented  over $6.5 million of watershed enhancement, irrigation efficiency, fish passage projects and never had an audit deficiency.  Over the last 9 years he has put approximately $350,000 of BPA or Bureau of Reclamation, and $100,000 of Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board funds into on-the-ground projects each year.

Education:  B.S. in Engineering Physics from University of Kansas and  M.A. in Business Management from Central Michigan University.

Program management experience with Trident Nuclear Submarines.

Additional Documents:

April 13, 2001

Ms. Catherine Hanan KEWB-4

FY 2002 Proposals

Bonneville Power Administration

905 N.E. 11th Avenue

Portland, OR 97232

Dear Ms. Hanan:

The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife would like to submit the enclosed proposals for consideration by the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) under the Northwest Power Planning Council’s Fish and Wildlife Program. These proposals were developed according to guidelines provided by BPA in the March 7, 2001 solicitation for the Columbia Plateau Province.  These proposals are for new projects only.  Ongoing projects will be submitted by project sponsors directly to BPA.  

I appreciate the opportunity to submit these proposals.  I can be reached at 503-872-5272 if you should have any questions.

Sincerely,

Ron Anglin

Deputy Director Natural Resources

Attachments (FY02 Proposal Index and Proposals)

FY02Plateau.1a

NEW COLUMBIA PLATEAU FISH AND WILDLIFE PROPOSALS SUBMITTED BY OREGON DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE TO BONNEVILLE  POWER ADMINISTRATION

April 13,  2001

Sponsor/File
Descriptive Project Title

1.  McIntosh/ODFWSalmonidMonitoring
Implement anadromous and resident salmonid population and habitat monitoring in the Oregon portion of the Columbia Plateau Province

A.  
Enhance enforcement and protection activities in the John Day, Deschutes, and Umatilla basins

B.  
John Day steelhead stock assessment and population monitoring

C.  
Impact and magnitude of spawning stray steelhead on wild steelhead in Bakeoven and Buck Hollow creeks (Deschutes River)

D.  
Monitor and evaluate key population abundance characteristics of bull trout in the Walla Walla and Umatilla basins, e.g. adult spawning ground surveys

E.  
Monitor and evaluate key population abundance characteristics of bull trout in the John Day Basin, e.g. adult spawning ground surveys

2  Bailey/ODFW Bailey Birch Creek
Improve passage of juvenile and adult summer steelhead past concrete diversion structures and culverts in Birch Creek (Umatilla Basin)

3.  Rutherford/ODFW Holliday Ranch easement
Holliday Ranch Conservation Easement of Riparian Corridors and Upland Habitats (Fence 17.7 miles of mainstem John Day River and tributaries, and protect 15,532 acres of uplands two miles east of John Day, Oregon under perpetual conservation easement to improve habitat and protect steelhead spawning grounds and big game winter range)

4.  Carey/ODFW Carey
Special Status Wildlife Species Surveys and Priority Habitat Assessment in the Deschutes River Subbasin (Collect data for burrowing owls, pygmy rabbits, western pond turtle, and spotted frogs.  Map native shrub-steppe and riparian plant communities and conduct surveys for avian species assemblages in these priority habitats.  Use data to identify opportunities for habitat protection and enhancement)

5.  Ardt/Hill/ODFW GIS
Develop GIS Layers for Generation of Specific Natural Resource GIS Maps and Data Analysis for the Deschutes, John Day, Umatilla, and Walla Walla River Subbasins (Develop data sets for use of comparative maps of historic and current fish and wildlife distribution, sensitive wildlife sites, planning zones, vegetation types, water quality conditions, wildfire frequencies, distribution of noxious weeds in order to quantify and display relative fish and wildlife values at the subbasin level and assist in land management and identification of opportunities for habitat protection and enhancement)    
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