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Section 9 of 10. Project description

a. Abstract 
This proposal is aimed at providing technical and outreach assistance through local conservation organizations and to improve the CREP program by amending the program to allow permanent easements and enroll a limited number of otherwise ineligible lands.

b. Technical and/or scientific background
Riparian conditions in the Columbia Plateau have been severely degraded over the past century and a half.  The Subbasin summaries for the John Day, Deschutes, Umatilla, and Walla Walla basins each identify degraded riparian habitat as a limitation to salmonid production.  The subbasin summaries are supported by the clear action item in the federal caucus report to protect 100 stream miles per year using the CREP program.  The NMFS BiOp also contains specific language regarding the implementation of long-term leases for CREP contracts.  

This proposal will result in the development of capacity to offer long-term easements on the top of CREP contracts.  The project will fund staff to develop program improvements and to develop implementation mechanisms.  The Oregon CREP program is managed by the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board and the U. S. Farm Service Agency.  The Oregon Department of Forestry and the NRCS provide technical assistance to producers wishing to enroll in the CREP program.

c. Rationale and significance to Regional Programs
Maintaining and protecting riparian function over the long term is the primary objective of this program.  This project addresses the NMFS RPA to fund long-term protection for riparian buffers.  The program will require two major efforts to improve the status, first there needs to be a significant increase in outreach and technical assistance for the program.  Secondly, a permanent easement program must be developed and implemented.  This proposal would accomplish both objectives for the Columbia Plateau.

d. Relationships to other projects 
There are a number of riparian protection projects in the Columbia Plateau.  This program would compliment them and provide an opportunity to add long term protection to the alternatives currently available.  

e. Project history (for ongoing projects) 

N/A

f. Proposal objectives, tasks and methods
Objective 1:
Increase Technical Assistance and Outreach for the CREP Program



Task 1:
Identify local conservation interests where staffing can be effective



Task 2:
Fund staffing for local assistance and outreach

Objective 2:
Develop Permanent Easement Options

Task 1:
Identify the legal and administrative requirements for a long-term easement program.

Task 2:
Identify the cost determination methodology and rates for long-term easements 

Task 3:
Develop public information materials for the long-term easement program

g. Facilities and equipment
Outreach and technical assistance staff will be housed in local agricultural service centers within the Columbia Plateau.  Funding will include supplies sufficient to support the staff.
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Section 10 of 10. Key personnel

Key personnel will be hired for this program locally.
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