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2301 Fruitvale Blvd
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         Project ID: 25100


June 29, 2001
Kendra Phillips 

Response to ISRP 

851 SW 6th Avenue, Suite 1100 

Portland, OR 97204




RE:
isrp review OF: Normative Structure and Function of Critical Aquatic and Terrestrial Habitat PROJECT (ID 25100) – COLUMBIA PLATEAU PROVINCE.
Dear NWPPC:
We are appreciative of the review efforts and comments made by the ISRP in relation to this Project. We fully concur that this project is still very much in the planning phase and based on that determination would request that our original proposal be modified as set forth in the following paragraphs.
In 2002 we are now proposing that the only the costs associated with plan completion be funded. Referring to Section 4 ‘Estimated Budget for Planning & Design Phase’ of the original submission, we are asking that only task identified in Objectives 1, 2, 4, 5 & 6 be funded at approximately $349,000. All other portions of the proposal would be shifted back one (1) year, with funding for 2003 consisting of tasks associated with Section 4 ‘Estimated Budget for Planning & Design Phase’ - Objective 3 of the original proposal at approximately $2,000,000.

Based on the resultant plan, the funding needs could then be more clearly established and refined.
The proposed project serves to improve salmonid habitat and survival and therefore complements the ongoing Yakima watershed habitat restoration and salmon recovery efforts of the following programs/projects:

The Tribal Recovery Plan (TRP) - Managed by the Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission (CRITFC), this largely BPA funded effort seeks to rebuild salmonid populations in the Columbia Basin including the Yakima River system.

· The Yakima Klickitat Fisheries Project (YKFP) - This BPA funded project under the TRP is ongoing and to date has allocated millions of dollars in salmon recovery efforts in the Yakima River Basin.

The Yakima River Basin Water Enhancement Program (YRBWEP) - Managed by Bureau of Reclamation, this is another salmon recovery program and is responsible for conserving fish habitat, largely through the maintenance of instream flows, while satisfying irrigation needs.

The Governor's Salmon Recovery Program - Based upon the1998 Salmon Recovery Planning Act, this program states as an ultimate statewide goal to restore salmon, steelhead, and trout populations to healthy and harvestable levels and improve habitats on which fish rely.  

Tri-Counties Planning Unit - Formed under the Salmon Recovery Planning Act (ESHB 2496), Watershed Planning Act (ESHB 2514) this unit is one of two groups responsible for local implementation of the Governor's Salmon Recovery Program in the Yakima River Basin.

Yakima Lead Entity- Formed under Salmon Recovery Funding Act (2E2SSB 5595), this is the second of two groups responsible for local implementation of the Governor's Salmon Recovery Program in the Yakima River Basin.
The City is an active participant in all of the above activities, with the exception of the Tribal programs, and will continue to work in that venue to assure continued cross-coordination of project.







We believe that the planning and later implementation of this Project will fully complement and extend past and current activities in the basin, therefore request that on the basis of this letter you reconsider your earlier ‘Do Not Fund’ position. Again thank you for your comments and consideration of this proposal.
Sincerely
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Dueane Calvin

Water/Irrigation Division Manager

Cc: 



Jim Waldo

-
Jim.Waldo2@gov.wa.gov
Bob Austin, BPA
-
rjaustin@bpa.gov

Sarah McNary, BPA
-
srmcnary@bpa.gov
Mark Shaw, BPA
-
mashaw@bpa.gov
Stacy Horton

-
shorton@nwppc.org

David Brown, City of Yakima

Paul Wagner, Golder Associates

Keith Wolf, Golder Associates
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