Projects 28032 and 28033

The Steelhead Supplementation Studies in Idaho Rivers (SSS) and the Idaho Supplementation Studies (ISS) are two independent projects.  Both projects submitted their own study design to BPA (ISS in 1991 and SSS in 1992).  The two projects share data and ISS personnel tag steelhead captured at their screw traps.

Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG) coordinated with the Nez Perce Tribe (NPT) on their A-run steelhead (28032) and coho (28033) proposals to ensure that our work in the Potlatch River compliments the NPT studies.

Idaho Department of Fish and Game and the NPT are working in different tributaries to assess the status of wild A-run steelhead in the lower Clearwater River drainage.  Information obtained from these studies will add to our understanding of these populations and their habitat requirements enabling better management of these stocks.

The proposed location of the NPT weir and rotary screw trap for coho is within five miles of the mouth of the Potlatch River.  The NPT does a coho redd survey in the Potlatch River from its mouth upstream to the East Fork Potlatch River.  IDFG plans to operate a rotary screw trap in the East Fork Potlatch River or in the Potlatch River just downstream from the confluence of the East Fork Potlatch River.  The IDFG screw trap, in addition to steelhead, will capture coho parr and smolts produced from spawners that use the East Fork Potlatch River.  The NPT screw trap (located about 60 km downstream) provides a recapture point for steelhead tagged by IDFG in the East Fork Potlatch River and other tributaries in the drainage.  We will coordinate with the NPT to collect and exchange data useful to both projects.
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