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October 12, 2001

Northwest Power Planning Council

Attention: Kendra Phillips

Response to ISRP

851 SW 6th Avenue, Suite 1100

Portland, OR  97204

SUBJECT: Project ID 199901400
(Project Title: Little Canyon Creek Subwatershed – Steelhead Trout Habitat Improvement Project)

Dear Northwest Power Planning Council;

Please find attached our reply to the Independent Scientific Review Panel (ISRP) preliminary review of the proposals submitted to the Bonneville Power Administration as part of the Mountain Snake Province solicitation process.  We appreciate the opportunity to respond to the ISRP’s questions.

Sincerely;

Shelly Gilmore, Resource Planning Unlimited, Inc.

Lewis Soil Conservation District

Nezperce, Idaho

Attachment: Response and Comments

Project ID: 28004

Little Canyon Creek Subwatershed - Steelhead Trout Habitat Improvement Project

Sponsor: Lewis Soil Conservation District

Subbasin: Clearwater

Short Description: Reduce sedimentation to improve instream habitat in Lower Little

Canyon Creek and the lower Clearwater River, and improve upland water storage by

implementing best management practices for sediment reduction and water retention.
ISRP Preliminary Review Comments: The response needs to list the BMPs, convince us that the BMP's are appropriate and tie to an assessment, prescription and restoration plan. Provide these plans. One of the BMPs appeared to be catchment ponds, but another project talked

about removing ponds to avoid evaporation. Indicate how much has been done and how

much needs to be done.
As stated in this proposal’s narrative, each recommended BMP have a defined purpose.  A suite of BMPs is compiled to address erosion reduction and enhanced water retention in the uplands of the Little Canyon Creek drainage.  BMPs and component practices designed to reduce erosion and subsequent sedimentation were originally defined in the “Little Canyon Creek Water Quality Project, Planning Project for Implementation.”
 Together, the selected BMPs add to a positive cumulative effect to enhance fish habitat in Little Canyon Creek and the lower Clearwater River.  

Practices selected for implementation that control and reduce erosion and subsequent sedimentation include:

· Conservation Tillage (no-till)

· Sediment Basins

· Water and Sediment Control Basins (often referred to as Gully Plugs)

· Culvert Outlets

· Grade Stabilizations

· Grassed Waterways

· Permanent Vegetation (i.e. filter strips, grass seeding, tree plantings)

Practices that promote upland water storage include:

· Ponds and Sediment Basins

· Conservation tillage (no-till)

· Riparian Habitat Improvement and Protection (including fencing and grazing management, off site water supply development, tree and shrub planting and upland grass seeding)

The distribution and allocations of BMPs per category of purpose and efficacy is based on the proceeding Little Canyon Creek project (BPA Project No. 199901400), which is currently in its 27th month of implementation, and administered through the Lewis SCD.  Because of the success of that project, the wide acceptance from participants to implement the practices for erosion control and enhance water retention efforts, and because of the determined effectiveness of the projects at reducing erosion, this project proposes similar BMP cost-share dollars and distribution among practices.  

Ponds and other upland water storage basins hold water and therefore support surrounding water table levels (Allan 1995)
.  Discharge from water tables throughout the summer months flow slowly towards the stream.  With ponds and basins, along with conservation tillage and upland residue management on annually cropped fields, water is expected to enrich the water table for slower release into the stream during the dry times of the year.
ISRP Preliminary Review Comments: The biological monitoring strategy (Task 5b) is not presented in enough detail. Under “Method,” the plan (which is not a method) is to contract a survey of fish density and riparian habitat during the project’s first summer (2002) and prepare a report for “peer review,” comparing results to the findings of Kucera et al. (1983) so as to relate project accomplishments. The prospects for meaningful results from this are poor. The

reliability of inferring a trend from two data points is low.
The ISRP’s comments in response to the proposal submitted by Clearwater Economic Development Association—Restore Lawyer Creek Habitat Targeting Steelhead and Chinook Salmon (project #28029) have been noted.  ISRP suggested utilizing at least a three-pass depletion electrofishing technique or a two-pass mark-and-recapture method for fish population evaluation.  These suggestions will be incorporated into the evaluation design. 

ISRP Preliminary Review Comments: Monitoring, using consistent methods, should be started at least a year or two before the project’s first year, then continued for at least 6 years after project completion. The survey methods are not described. See reviews for 199901500 and comments in 199706000 and 199608600 and respond in relation to this project.

Again, reviews for the aforementioned projects (199901500, 199706000 and 199608600) are noted and suggestions will be incorporated into the evaluation design. 

� Little Canyon Creek Water Quality Project, Planning Project for Implementation. June 1988. Submitted to IDEQ by Lewis Soil Conservation District and Clearwater Soil and Water Conservation District.


� Allan, David J. 1995. Stream Ecology. School of Natural Resources and environment, University of Michigan. Chapman and Hall.





