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Response to comments

Project # 28010

Question 1.  Process for selection of mitigation projects for acquisition.  The GIS database which displays 303(d) streams along with site specific information that identifies possible sources of sediment, nutrients, riparian degradation due to loss of riparian cover, fish blockage, and weed infestations will be built which tracks these factors effecting both fish and wildlife within the project area over time.  Current aerial photography, vegetation maps, land use maps, soils, digital orthophotoquads and digital USGS quad maps will be used to evaluate parcels for acquisition.  A prioritization process will be developed to identify critical habitat areas within the project areas.  Potential land parcels will be ranked based on a number of criteria such as habitat characteristics, current ecological condition, restorability, responsiveness to limiting factors, presents of sensitive or Federally Listed Species, 303(d) status of streams, proximity to public land ownership, and site characteristics.   Site characteristics such as size of the parcel, access (both public and management), habitat diversity, and potential for project expansion will all be used to evaluate individual parcels for acquisition.  Matching these criteria with willing sellers will be time consuming.  Pre-acquisition surveys for hazardous waste and cultural resources will also be performed.

Question 2.  The question of coordination of data collection using standardized methods from regional and national programs such as EMAP or NRI procedures when doing monitoring and evaluation sampling.  The NPT would wecome a standardized protocol if it meets the needs of the project.  Up until now HEP was the single protocol for tracking a habitat based program.  Monitoring and evaluation is very important in evaluating the success of each project.  Collecting information in a standardized format is critical if comparisons and analysis are to be relevant on a sub-basin or basin wide level.  Fish and wildlife populations along with habitat condition needs to be monitored.  All data collection will be coordinated with existing regional databases.   For example, bird surveys will be and are at the present time coordinated with Partners-in-Flight along with permanent plots established.  All population surveys will be done to recognized standards so information can be coordinated with agencies on a regional and national level.  Efforts will be made to coordinate sampling methods with the NRCS’s National Resource Inventory and the EPA’s EMAP procedures.  Game animals will be monitored using methods compatible with Idaho’s monitoring program. 

Question 3.  The question of overlap and coordination between the Nez Perce Tribe’s and the State of Idaho’s projects in the Lower Salmon and Little Salmon River Drainages.  The Nez Perce Tribe (NPT) and Idaho Fish and Game (IDFG) have a long history of working together on the NWPPC’s Fish and Wildlife Program.  The NPT and IDFG are co-chairman of the Dworshak Wildlife Mitigation Advisory Committee which the Craig Mountain Wildlife Management Area is part.  The Tribe and the State have worked closely on the Dworshak project for nearly 15 years.  The Tribe has consistently provided access to both tribal and non-tribal public to mitigation lands purchased by the Tribe.  The Nez Perce Tribal Executive Committee (NPTEC) has authorized, Justin Gould (Natural Resources Subcommittee Chairman) and Aaron Miles (Natural Resources Department Manager) to discuss with IDFG the overlap of the Tribe’s and State’s Salmon River terrestrial mitigation project (Administrative Action dated August 28, 2001).  The Tribal and the State will coordinate at the technical and policy level throughout the life of the project.  Contacts at the technical level have been made with policy level contact to be scheduled.

