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1) Data gathering should include non-native salmonids.

Quantitative data on non-native salmonids and their habitats will definitely be collected with identical quantitative methods used to assess and monitor status of native fish populations.  Knowledge of status and trends of brook trout populations, for example, is imperative to evaluate status and trends of native salmonid species, and manage for their recovery and persistence. 

2) Proposal’s justification with regard to current information on native resident fishes.

Proponents acknowledge that numerous assessments have been completed on fish populations and associated habitat throughout the Salmon Subbasin. Data from those works were used in the development of the two regional-scale spatial assessments: an ecological analyses by the US Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management (ICBEMP 1997 and 2000) and a smaller Forest Service effort called the Inland West Watershed Initiative (IWWI 2001).  These assessments and associated databases will be used as a starting point to incrementally complete our knowledge base of watersheds, across ownerships, throughout the Salmon Subbasin.  

Approximately 25% of the 6th HUC sub-watersheds in the Subbasin remain with too little assessment information to categorize status of bull trout and westslope cutthroat trout populations.  These areas are concentrated in non-federal lands and, to a lesser degree in federal wilderness. While completion of assessments in these areas is one objective of the project that is proposed, the ultimate goal of this project is to develop temporal and spatial monitoring protocols and strategies that will enable resource managers to detect long term trends in populations and habitat.  We propose to coordinate the use of a common database, useable by all managers within the Subbasin.    

3) Work plan

The initial objective of this project is to develop a detailed project design that will be made available for peer review.  All tasks under this objective will be completed within six months of initial funding of the project.  We will begin with a review of, through meetings with leaders from completed and ongoing assessment projects, existing data and its management, protocols for collection, and parameters being measured as outlined in Tasks 1.a. and 1.b. of the proposal.  As listed in the proposal, proponents have already received commitments from several research and management groups that work throughout the Salmon Subbasin, to participate in this project with coordination. 

The Preliminary Subbasin Assessment Anticipated Products (CBFWA 2001),  Subbasin Assessment Template for the Northwest Power Planning Council’s Fish and Wildlife Program (NWPPC 2000), Conceptual Design of Monitoring and Evaluation Plans for Fish and Wildlife in the Columbia River Ecosystem (Bisbal 2001), and The Oregon Plan (Nicholas 1977) will be referred to when developing detailed methods and workplans.  

Details regarding proposed database structure, infrastructure, and maintenance will be included in the detailed project design; as will a schedule and format for reporting annual progress, intermediate results at year three, and a final report.

4) Coordinate with other Columbia Basin Provinces to develop common monitoring and evaluation procedures. 

Development of basin-wide protocols, and ultimately, a basin-wide database are prescribed in the NMFS 2000 FCRPS Biological Opinion (Action 198).  However, such an inclusive effort would require dedication of funding to all agencies and tribes throughout the Columbia Basin specific to this task. Until that is begun at the Basin level, proponents will definitely collaborate with the other provinces, and keep appropriate agency and tribal personnel informed as this project develops. We will solicit their contributions to the development and refinement of monitoring and evaluation protocols.  However, with respect to resident fishes, for this project, the Salmon Subbasin will be considered a discrete basin. The amount of coordination that will be required to complete this project as proposed will be challenging, but it is conceivable given the timeframe proposed.  Proponents will definitely solicit experience from similar projects from across the Columbia Basin, but to thoroughly coordinate with efforts in other provinces is beyond the scope of the proposed project.

This project will coordinate with an ongoing effort to develop databases from historical data archived in various formats by IDFG.  With the coordination of other agencies, IDFG is continuing development of the Coordinated Fish Information System, which will place all historical and future survey data into accessible relational databases.  Summary data is uploaded annually to StreamNet.   

5) Cooperate with related projects.

Proponents of this project are very familiar with project #199107300 (Idaho Natural Production Monitoring and Evaluation Project), and assisted in the development of the new General Parr Monitoring Database.  This project will use and expand on spatial and temporal fish distribution and abundance data collected by project #199107300. This assessment project will coordinate with proponents of all other ongoing and new projects within the Subbasin (including project #28051) that collect, and/or use fish population data, to ensure data compatibility, to minimize redundancy in collection. 

6) Data should be made available to StreamNet.

Presently, StreamNet is not structured to accept data in the detail that proponents anticipate will be collected through this project.  Summary data will definitely be provided to StreamNet within the constraints of that database.  Proponents will work closely with IDFG personnel who currently have a contract with StreamNet to ensure data compatibility, and provide appropriate data as StreamNet develops the capacity to accommodate more parameters and detail in its databases.  
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