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ISRP Comment No. 1

Prioritization of a thorough watershed assessment is needed before progressing further.    

Response to Comment No. 1

Several studies have been completed within the Lapwai Creek watershed.  These include;

Lapwai Creek Aquatic Assessment.  Draft completed by Nez Perce Tribe August 2001. 

Supplement #1 – Watershed Protection Plan – Environmental Assessment.  Mission-Lapwai Creek Watershed.  September 1994.  This study focused on approximately 40% of the watershed acres. *

Supplemental Watershed Protection Plan – Environmental Assessment.  Supplement Number 2.  This study includes the remaining 60% of the watershed acres.*

*Copies of these documents were mailed to the ISRP review panel on 10/12/01.

ISRP Comment No. 2

The extent of BMPs implementation planned and completed, and what percentage of the work this represents, particularly in relation to reductions in negative attributes that will benefit fish.    

Response to Comment No. 1

The following table outlines the extent of BMPs identified as needed for watershed and fisheries habitat protection in the December 2000 Environmental Assessment.  None of the practices listed in this table have been installed to date. 

The following are the BMPs and extent identified as needed.  Our goal is to implement 30% of these within 3 years.

Land Treatment Practice
Unit
   Units          

Riparian Treatment Practices
 Animal Trails and Walkways
LF
1,300 


 Channel Vegetation
Acre
130


 Constructed Wetland
acre
10


 Fencing, Riparian
LF
47,700


 Fish Stream Improvement
EAch
53


 Grade Stabilization Structure
Each
40
  

 Riparian Flood Plain Easement
LF
4,000
  

 Stockwater Development
Each
30


 Streambank & Shoreline Protection
LF
20,000


 Use Exclusion
Acre
20
       

Animal Feeding Operation (AFO) Practices
 Dike
LF
5,000
    

 Diversion
LF
7,500
    

 Fencing, CAFO
LF
8,000
  

 Stockwater Development
EACH
20
  

 Waste Management System
EACH
7
  

Road Practices

 Access Road (Spot Road Rocking)
LF
100
 

 Critical Area Planting
Acre
25


 Grade Stabilization Structure
Each
68


 Waterway (rock lined)
LF
2,720
  

 Runoff Mgt. System
Each
50 
     

Cropland Practices
  Buffer Strip
Acre
25
 

  Diversion
LF
15,680                  

  Filter Strip
Acre
25             

Grade Stabilization Structure
Each
82             

  Grassed Waterway
Acre
33
  

  Nutrient Management
Acre
30,000
  

  Pasture/Hayland Planting
Acre
50
    

  Pesticide Disposal System
Each
50


  Pest Management
Acre
30,000
  

Reservoir Tillage
Acre
1,000


  Residue Mgt, No-till
Acre
15,000


  Sediment Basin
Each
100


  Slot Tillage
Acre
1,000
  

  Soil Testing
Each
150
  

  Stripcropping, Field / Divided Slopes
Acre
1,000
  

  Subsoiling
Acre
5,000


  Terrace
LF
17,360


  Water & Sediment Control Basin
Each
170


  Water Well Testing
Each                  50
  

Forestland Practices
  Critical Area Planting
Acre
 150
 

Fencing
LF
40,000
  

  Forest Site Preparation
Acre
1,000
  

  Forest Stand Improvement
Acre
2,000
    

Pasture and Hayland Planting
Acre
3,000

Stockwater Development
Each
30
  

  Tree Establishment
Acre
50


Range/Pasture Practices

  Fencing
LF
12,000


  Heavy Use Area Protection
Acre
10
  

  Pest Management
Acre
5,000


  Ponds
Each
10
  

  Prescribed Grazing
Acre
12,000


  Range Planting
Acre
3,000


    Stockwater Development
Each
20


    Use Exclusion
Each
15

Wildlife Practices
  Wildlife Upland Habitat Management
Acre
20


  Wildlife Wetland Habitat Management
Acre
20
The NPSWCD completed six conservation plans in September 2001.  These plans include the designs and site specific BMPs identified above.  If funded by BPA, these projects will be ready to implement in 2002.

The proposed BMP treatment measures will reduce the water temperatures of Lapwai Creek and tributaries and off-site sediment and associated nutrient loading will be reduced by 46 percent (2000 NRCS Environmental Assessment).  The planned temperature and sediment reductions will have a positive effect on both the resident and anadromous fisheries present in the watershed.

The establishment of adequate multi-layered riparian vegetation on 53.0 miles of stream length will enhance the fisheries habitat by not only achieving much needed temperature reductions, but also allowing for the re-introduction of large organic debris into the stream system.

No adverse impact will occur to the candidate plant species under the ESA since all earthmoving/ground-disturbing activities associated with structural implementation will occur on cropland.

The BMP measures will not cause any short-term or long-term adverse impacts to anadromous and resident fisheries or other aquatic resources.  Enduring practices proposed for installation are in areas where active erosion is currently taking place.  Conservation objectives are to stop sediment entering the creek and reduce excessive water temperatures throughout the summer.  No additional sediment will be delivered to Lapwai Creek or the Clearwater River during the installation of the project.  The long-term benefit of this project will be a seasonal temperature reduction coupled with a reduction of sediment delivered to the spawning and rearing areas in Lapwai Creek and the Clearwater River.

Installation of enduring practices in the upper watershed is expected to modify present hydrologic conditions of the watershed to better simulate presettlement conditions by reducing the present peak flows.  This may allow for increased late summer flows as water, which is retained even for short periods by the enduring practices, which may be available for later-season baseflow, either as soil moisture or deep percolation.

No adverse effect on the Snake River fall and spring/summer salmon and its' designated habitat are expected.  With the reduction of sediment delivered to Lapwai Creek, impacts should be positive to all aquatic resources downstream.  

Effects on Resources of Principal National Recognition

Principal Sources of
Measurement

Types of Resources
National Recognition
of Effects

Air Quality
Clean Air Act, as amended
No effect


 (42 U.S.C.7401 et seq.)

Endangered and threatened
Endangered Species Act
Bald eagle, no adverse

critical habitat
of 1973 as amended
effects. Snake River fall

 
(16 U.S.C.1531 et seq.)
and spring/summer 

chinook  salmon and 

West Coast steel head, 

not likely to adversely

effect.

Fish and wildlife habitat
Fish and Wildlife
Positive effect on the


Coordination Act   
anadromous fishery.


(16 U.S.C.Sec.661 et seq.) 

Floodplains
Executive Order 11988,
Positive effect due to

Floodplain Management
riparian enhancement

and decreased 

sedimentation

ISRP Comment No. 3

Indicate how the project will be monitored and evaluated, and the level of monitoring.

Response to Comment No. 3

Objectives 8 and 9 in the proposal address M&E issues.  Objective 8 tasks include the collection of site specific BMP monitoring to evaluate the effectiveness of the installed BMP in reducing sediment and nutrients delivered to the stream and /or reducing the stream temperature, or improving the in-stream habitat.  This type of monitoring is a Tier 1 – (trend or routine monitoring).  

Objective 9 tasks include the continued monitoring of stream temperature within the Lapwai Creek watershed.  This project is part of an on-going effort with the Nez Perce Tribe, Natural Resources Conservation Service, Idaho Soil Conservation Commission, Idaho Fish and Game and the Idaho Association of Soil Conservation Districts.  This type of monitoring is considered a Tier 1 (trend or routine monitoring).  The results from this monitoring will be published in a regional stream temperature report for use by all interested parties.

In addition, fish population data will be collected by the Nez Perce Tribe (NPT) and Idaho Fish and Game (IDFG) as outlined in BPA proposal number 199901700.  The NPSWCD will assist with this project by coordinating landowner access and supplying labor for field crews.  However, the data analysis will be completed by the NPT and IDFG.

ISRP Comment No. 4

Clearer statement of priorities and a list of tasks by order of importance and timing of implementation.

Response to Comment No. 4

A task list by timing of implementation is listed below.  Items highlighted are high priorities.

Time Frame
Priority
Task

2002-May
1
Collect planning information to prioritize BMP installation 

       to August

Tasks include completing the stream visual assessment 



protocol along 40 miles of stream, complete a GIS road 



layer, completion of a GIS noxious weed layer. 

2002-August
2
Obtain participation from eligible landowners.  Tasks 

       to November

include obtaining landowner names/addresses, 



developing a GIS coverage of identified landowners, 



conducting public informational meeting, developing 



outreach materials.

2002-November
3
Complete BMP plans and designs. 

       to May 2003

Tasks include ranking project applications, site visits, 



developing contracts with landowners. 

2003-March 
4
Implement BMPs. 

       to Sept 2005

Tasks include completing NEPA requirements, local 



permits, obtaining bids, staking projects, construction 



inspection, and final construction approval.

2003-March 
5
Coordinate with other agencies. 

       to Sept 2005

Tasks include sharing monitoring results, project 



priorities, and application results. 

2003-March 
6
Complete monitoring and evaluation activities. 

       to Sept 2005


Tasks include monitoring installed practices, stream 




temperature monitoring, and a multi-layer riparian 




assessment. 

Mission / Lapwai Creeks Supplemental Watershed Plan – Environmental Assessment


