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a. Abstract 

This rehabilitation project is designed to minimize impacts from livestock and campers in the riparian area of Beaver Creek campground. Currently the area receives heavy use from horse groups and hunters from throughout the state. This project will construct a buck and pole fence 50 feet back from the edge of the stream with two designated watering points for stock. The area inside the fence will be planted with riparian species that are native to the area.


The project will also provide for an expansion of the campground to make up for the area lost to the riparian setback that will involve tie racks, stoves, tables, site prep and application of crushed rock.


Cooperators in the project include the Okanogan Conservation District, who will administer the grant, perform the campground work and assist in material gathering and construction of the fence; the Methow Chapter of Back Country Horseman, who will provide the labor and poles to build the fence; the  King County Outdoor Sportmans Council, who will assist in the construction of the fence and the Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife.      

b. Technical and/or scientific background

The problem with the riparian area in the Beaver Creek Campground is the continued repeated heavy use by visitors that are currently allowed to camp right next to the water at the site. The site has been and will continue to be an attractive trailhead for riders and hunters that wish to access the nearby Okanogan National Forest. The current campground is a wide open facility with no designated campsites. This allows large truck and trailers easy maneuverability within the site and this feature would be retained with the exception of the closest 50 feet on the west side of the stream. Completion of the fence and the riparian planting that will occur with this project will eliminate the continual disturbance that is responsible for the current poor condition of the riparian area.


 The Methow Subbasin Summary (Draft, dated 9/28/01) under Middle Methow Subwatershed: Beaver Creek, (page 107) Strategy 1, states

"Manage riparian habitat in WDFW campground on Beaver Creek to exclude livestock and control camping impacts in order to allow recovery of riparian habitat."  


Washington Conservation Commission, Limiting Factors Analysis WRIA 48, Page 119 states

"There is a large State Campground found on the left bank of Beaver Creek just below the Forest Boundary. Heavy horse use and camping with horses has damaged the riparian area in this campground (USFS 2000a)."


Interior Columbia Basin Ecosystem Management Plan, Draft EIS, May1997

State of WA, Wild Salmonid Policy, April 1997


Statewide Strategy to Recover Salmon, November 1999.

All of these documents state the need and importance of a healthy riparian area for the recovery of salmon in Washington's streams.  

c. Rationale and significance to Regional Programs

This project will perform exactly what has been identified as needed by the Methow Subbasin Summary and the Limiting Factors Analysis. Healthy riparian habitats are high on the priority list of  plans and studies or that have been issued by National Marine Fisheries Service, US Fish Wildlife Service, Washington Dept Fish and Wildlife.

d. Relationships to other projects 

This project has, to my knowledge, no relationship to any other specific project funded by BPA. Although I am sure that other riparian restoration projects have been completed under BPA funding in the area.


The rehabilitation of Beaver CR Campground is however part of a on-going effort by the Okanogan Conservation District, WDFW, and some local residents to correct the problems that can be corrected in the drainage.


A WDFW barrier survey on the stream resulted in a Salmon Recovery Funding Board grant to rebuild five irrigation diversions that are currently blockages to the passage of steelhead, Chinook and Bull Trout, the grant was awarded and construction is anticipated in the fall of 2002. A Coordinated Resource Management Plan is also being attempted in the drainage that involves landowners and agency regulators in an attempt to identify problems and solutions that will work on the ground to everyone's satisfaction. BOR has agreed to do the preliminary engineering on a piping project that would pipe water up the creek and then flow back down in dry years to increase flow.


The Okanogan Conservation District has two Department of Ecology grants available in the spring of 2002. One for irrigation water management that will work with farmers to apply the correct amount of water for their crops. The other that will work toward irrigation systems upgrades that will allow Irrigation Districts and farmers to correct conveyance and delivery problems. Both of these grants will work toward more flow in the stream.     

e. Project history (for ongoing projects) 

N/A 

f. Proposal objectives, tasks and methods
Objective: Build exclusion fence.

Task 1) Get materials: The local Back Country Horseman Club has agreed to provide the needed labor and equipment to cut the poles and deliver them to the site. Okanogan Conservation District crewmen will assist with the pole cutting and construct the bucks for the fence.

Task 2) Build Fence: The King County Outdoor Sportsman Council has agreed to conduct a workday to build the fence with assistance and direction from the Okanogan Conservation District crew.

Objective: Enhance Riparian Area

Task 1) Purchase plants: Plants will be purchased locally to ensure that these plants are native species and that the stocks are adapted to local conditions as much as possible.  

Task 2) Plant Riparian Area: An experienced Okanogan Conservation District crew will plant the site in the fall of 2003. This will allow the plants to break dormancy in the spring and take advantage of natural growing conditions. It would also eliminate the need for one summers watering.

Objective: Develop Additional Campsites

Task 1) Site Preparation: A contractor will be hired to bring in a cat to level the sites and spread the crushed rock that will be applied to the roads and new sites.  

Task 2) OCD crew will construct five wooden picnic tables with materials purchased locally.

Task 3) OCD crew will either build or purchase ten steel campfire stoves and install them at the campground under WDFW specifications.

Objective: Educate User

Task: OCD will build and install an interpretive / informational sign that will explain the project and the participants involved.  

g. Facilities and equipment

The Okanogan Conservation District maintains a modern office in conjunction with the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and Farm Service Agency located at 1251 S 2nd Ave, Okanogan, WA. OCD maintains a fleet of six vehicles that includes a 1990 Ford 4x4 Crew Cab that will be used by the crew for this and other projects. OCD also rents a storage facility that house all of the field tools including fencing materials and tools, planting shovels and hoes that will be used on this project.
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