Project ID:  32005

Title:
Burns Paiute Fish and Wildlife Mitigation Coordinator

a. Abstract
The Burns Paiute Tribe is a federally recognized Tribe with fish and wildlife management responsibilities in the Columbia Basin and as such retains rights to manage its lands and resources to benefit its members. These rights include the authority to co-manage fish and wildlife habitat in the aboriginal territory of the Tribe.

As a sovereign nation adversely affected by the development and operation of the federal hydropower system, there exists a responsibility under the Northwest Power Act for the Northwest Power Planning Council and Bonneville Power Administration to mitigate for those losses.  

The 1980 Power Act directed the Power Planning Council to prepare a program to protect, mitigate and enhance fish and wildlife of the Columbia River Basin that have been affected by the construction and operation of hydroelectric dams. The Act also directs the Power Planning Council to inform the public about fish, wildlife and energy issues and to involve the public in its decision making process. -2000 Fish and Wildlife Program 

The Burns Paiute Tribe has sought to affirm its duty as a fish and wildlife manager in the region by availing itself to the process by submitting recommendations on the Fish and Wildlife Program revisions.
The 2000 Program marks a significant change in the way the Fish and Wildlife program has operated in the past. Instead of the measures included in each subsequent revision of the Program directing specific fish and wildlife activities, the 2000 Program establishes a basinwide vision for fish and wildlife recovery. .-2000 Fish and Wildlife Program

Since the direction that the regional Fish and Wildlife Managers will undertake while the PPC implements its 2000 Fish and Wildlife Program are unknown it is imperative to have our Tribe actively participating in every aspect of the process. The funding of this position would allow the Tribe to achieve that. .
The long term goal of this contract is to allow the Burns Paiute Tribe the opportunity to continue participating in Regional Fish and Wildlife Managers activities for the planning and implementation of long term mitigation strategies. This project also provides a Coordinator to integrate/facilitate the remaining facets of the 2000 F&W Program (i.e. Subbasin Planning, implementation of the Subbasin plans and beyond). 
The Mitigation Coordinator has contributed much time and effort in the past to planning and implementation processes of the CBFWA Resident Fish and Wildlife Caucuses, and is also a vital component of the Oregon Wildlife Coalition (OWC).
b. Technical and/or scientific background

The 2000 Program outlines biological objectives that our Tribe and our Fish and Wildlife Department will utilize as a means of mitigating for the losses of fish and wildlife that occurred in the Malheur Subbasin.

It is the responsibility of the Mitigation Coordinator to actively pursue projects within the Malheur Subbasin that would compliment the goals/or objectives of the Burns Paiute Fish and Wildlife Department and allow BPA to mitigate for the impacts of the hydropower system as required by the 1980 Power Act.

c. Rationale and significance to Regional Programs
This position has and will continue to represent the Burns Paiute Tribe and the Burns Paiute Fish and Wildlife Department with the following agencies

· Northwest Power Planning Council

· Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Authority

· Idaho Power Company/FERC relicensing 

· National Marine Fisheries Service

· Environmental Protection Agency

· Oregon Wildlife Coalition

· Bureau of Land Management

· U.S. Forest Service

· 13 Tribes Forums

d. Relationships to other projects 
In the years that the Mitigation Coordinator position has been funded that Tribe has brought forward various projects for funding all with mixed results. But recently success has been achieved by the Burns Paiute fish and Wildlife Department [BPFW] with the 2 wildlife projects were awarded:

Logan Valley Wildlife Project

Malheur River Mitigation Project

The relationship between the Mitigation Coordinator and the Fisheries projects is multi-faceted, representation is provided in several ways:

· Direct representation to the Fish and Wildlife Department

· Collaboration with the Burns Paiute Tribal Council on issues affecting the Tribe

· Education of Tribal Members and the general public about the Federal Agencies we deal with (i.e. BPA, NWPPC, NMFS).

· Assisting or providing Tribal information/history for the development of Management Plans, the Malheur Subbasin Summary.

The Mitigation Coordinator is also a part of the Oregon Wildlife Coalition [OWC] which is a cadre of Fish and Wildlife Managers representing  3 Tribes (Umatilla, Warm Springs and Burns Paiute), Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The OWC task is to seek and protect Wildlife Mitigation sites in Oregon.  The Coalition was created to represent and support the wildlife mitigation interests of federal, state and tribal entities within Oregon under the Council’s Fish & Wildlife Program.  The Coalition allows for comprehensive, scientifically sound statewide planning and implementation of wildlife mitigation by sharing technical resources.  

e. Project history 

The Burns Paiute Tribe is one of 13 federally recognized tribes in the Columbia Basin under the NW Power Act, and thus a critical participant in the planning and implementation of the NW Power Planning Council’s Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Program. 

In the early 1990’s it was recognized by the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) and others that the Tribe did not have the resources to participate in the many various on going processes of the Council’s Fish and Wildlife program. This inability to participate put the Tribe at a severe disadvantage to influence or receive funding to protect, mitigate and enhance tribal fish and wildlife resources impacted by the development of the federal hydropower system. 

 Since 1996 a Wildlife Mitigation Coordinator has been funded by BPA, leading to the funding of several resident fish and wildlife projects (Redband/Bull Trout Study, Logan Valley and Denny Jones wildlife mitigation projects).  Additionally and more importantly, it has allowed the Burns Paiute Tribe to fully represent its interests in the various forums of BPA, the Northwest Power Planning Council (NPPC), and the Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Authority to implement the NW Power Act. This funding has allowed and encouraged the Tribe to collaborate with other fish and wildlife managers to fulfill measures and develop policies to protect, mitigate and enhance fish and wildlife resources in SE Oregon and SW Idaho, as well as the rest of the Columbia and Snake River Basins.  

Many areas of opportunity have been exposed to the Tribe through the funding of this position. As an employee of the Tribe, the Coordinator has exposed and involved the Paiute Tribal Council to areas of fish and wildlife policy and mitigation that were not even understood just a few years prior to their initial involvement. 

Due to its small size and geographic isolation the Tribe lacks many of the resources that other tribes and state and federal agencies have access to. This has become even more critical as the Council’s 2000 Fish and Wildlife Program is being implemented. 

f. Proposal objectives, tasks and methods

Objective: Continue Tribal representation in the Columbia and Snake River Basin Mitigation efforts per the 2000 Fish and Wildlife Program.

· Act as a “Liaison” to the Tribe, relaying important information on the Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife programmatic policies and procedures as well as state and federal agency regulations and policies.

· Identify the losses caused to the Burns Paiute Tribal culture and way of life caused by the hydropower system and seek mitigation for the losses/impacts

· Identify and pursue fish and wildlife protection and mitigation opportunities for the Burns Paiute Tribe.

· Participate in all aspects of the Oregon Wildlife Coalition.

· Coordinate with Tribal, State and Federal wildlife managers in Oregon with the evaluation and prioritization of wildlife mitigation opportunities.

· Prepare and submit both quarterly and annual progress reports to the Bonneville Power Administration for review.

· Coordinate and assist Tribal biologists and the Oregon Wildlife Coalition with HEP analyses and coordination on mitigation sites.  

· Participate and coordinate Tribal meetings and activities that focus on future mitigation i.e. Tribal Elders and Tribal Council. 

Objective: 
Participate in CBFWA meetings and other public and private meetings to coordinate with, assist in the development of, and provide input on wildlife mitigation processes pertinent throughout the Columbia Basin and related to Fish and Wildlife Programs mitigation efforts.

 Objective: Coordinate fish and wildlife mitigation efforts consisting of selection, scientific analysis, implementation (acquisition, enhancement, etc.), O&M, and evaluation of fish and wildlife mitigation projects for the Burns Paiute Tribe that are consistent with the mitigation objectives/strategies in the 2000 Fish and Wildlife Program.

g. Facilities and equipment
 Office facilities will be provided by existing on site building and headquartered for the Burns Paiute Reservation

h. References

Reference (include web address if available online)
Submitted w/form (y/n)

 2000 Fish and Wildlife Program
n
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Name: Amos D. First-Raised III

Title: Mitigation Coordinator

Email: bpfw@oregonvos.net
Phone: (541)-573-1375 (ext 5)

FTE: 1

Education: High School

Experience: 5 years USFS range/wildlife experience


         2 years IHA Housing Director

         1 year Burns-Paiute Tribal Council


         1 year Mitigation Coordinator
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