Comments regarding project proposal request 199505702 for FY 2007-2009 Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, Southern Idaho Wildlife Mitigation Project 

 

Funding levels 
The initial proposal requested $2,050,000 per year, $6,150,000 for 2007-2009. This amount included an estimated $1,655,000 annually for mitigation land acquisition and/or securing easements. It also included an annual required O and M budget of  $315,000 for two SIWM projects managed by the SBTs. An additional $80,000 annually required for administrative actions to locate, evaluate and acquire new mitigation projects.

 

I has been determined that capital expenditures for land acquisition should not have been included in this proposal; Therefore the total FY 2007-2009 proposed expenditure is $1,185,000 or $395,000 per year. 

 

The Southern Idaho Wildlife Mitigation Agreement
The SIWM program formulated and agreed upon in the Southern Idaho Wildlife Mitigation Agreement, between the Shoshone –Bannock Tribes and the Bonneville Power Administration, it was signed and went into effect in December 1997.

 

The Memorandum of Agreement is primarily to mitigate for wildlife habitat lost as a result of the development of Palisades, Anderson Ranch, Minidoka and Black Canyon dams and reservoirs.

 

As stated in the agreement, when fully implemented the project will include numerous real properties, conservations easements and fee- title land acquisitions and associated habitat improvement activities. The SBTs are responsible for the management of properties and shall dedicate them to permanent wildlife habitat protection and enhancement.. It also states BPA s commitment to provide annual O&M funding for such projects and proceed with continued acquisition until the Habitat Unit mitigation ledger is balanced.

 

Shoshone-Bannock Tribes Role
The SBTs presently have primary management responsibilities for two wildlife mitigation projects. They are the Rudeen Ranch Project and the Soda Springs Hills Project. The Rudeen Ranch Project consists of 2,450 acres of tribal fee title, 580 acres state land lease and a 2400-acre BLM grazing allotment. The Soda Springs Hills Project consists of 2500 acres. It is a co share acquisition  of  SBTs and State of Idaho. The  BPA purchased land was placed in BLM fee title. The Southern Idaho Wildlife Mitigation Agreement clearly identifies the need for annual Operations and Maintenance funds and defines the commitment by BPA to provide annual O&M funding to the SBTs to manage the two Projects.

 

BPA has provided an annual level of funding at $297,000 for O&M for both projects. This funding provides for a wide variety of habitat protection and enhancement activities, as well as managing recreational activities on the projects. Habitat improvements include but are not limited to restoration of previously cultivated lands and CRP lands to native plant communities, big game forage enhancement program, and aspen regeneration. Noxious weed control, erosion control, ORV controls. Assessment of habitat improvement activities is being quantified. Long-term management plans are being prepared in cooperation with Idaho Department of Fish and Game, BLM and Idaho Department of Land for both projects. On going research to define mule deer elk interactions are being conducted in cooperation with IDF&G and Idaho State University. A detailed description of the activities can be found in  project annual reports and work plans submitted to BPA.

 

The  SIWM MOA also defines the need for funding to continue to acquire additional mitigation projects to meet the goals of the agreement. Capitol funds have been appropriated by BPA to continue mitigation through land acquisition and easements, but no funds have been made available the past four years to search for and then meet the necessary process requirements to actually purchase a project.

 

The SBTs have repeatedly, but unsuccessfully requested a sum of $80,000 to meet the administrative needs of project acquisition. The habitat mitigation ledger for the Upper Snake is only about 33% complete and progress cannot be made without these administrate funds,

 

Shoshone-Bannock Tribes and State of Idaho Cooperative Agreement
The SIWM program has been one of significant cooperation and coordination between the Idaho Department of Fish and Game and Shoshone-Bannock Tribes. The two have a formal agreement on the shared use of capital funds available for acquisition. The SBTs and IDF&G have co shared the acquisition of several mitigation projects and remain co managers for them.

