Proposal 200600300:  Desert Wildlife Area O&M

                                           (Wetland Enhancement)

Response Requested:

1) It is likely that the nature of the methods used (excavation, burning, mowing) will have an effect on non-focal species that could be adverse.  A discussion of such effects and precautions is needed.  We are aware that converting late success ional stage wetlands to an earlier stage will be negative to wildlife species adapted to a late success ional stage.  However, an unknown, but very high percentage (estimate 80-90%), of wetlands in the Desert Wildlife Area (DWA) are in a very late stage of succession.  Species of animals adapted to a late stage dominate the fauna of the DWA.  Species adapted to an early stage of succession are absent from much of the DWA and are continuing to decrease in abundance.  The management goal is to restore a more “balanced” wetland obligate fauna in the DWA.  Early success ional stage wetlands are now rare on the DWA.  Focal species for the proposed project is all wildlife (Page 2, Section 3, Proposal 200600300).  “Target” species of wildlife are wetland obligates.  Burning will only be used to prepare areas for tillage and is expected to be need only before the first year’s tillage at the TD-1 project site.  Existing vegetation and “islands” of mineral soil will be “left” at sites to be excavated.  Vegetation and mineral soil will be left to provide secure loafing, escape, and nesting sites for wildlife.  At least 10% of emergent vegetation will be left undisturbed in each basin excavated.  In addition, all beaver and muskrat “houses” encountered will be left undisturbed.  No excavation is planned for April-June to avoid the reproductive period of most wildlife that use the project area.  In addition, excavation will not be done during winter to avoid stressing displaced wildlife.     
2) There is little evidence that results have been obtained.  This statement is true if one only considers physical change (e.g., habitat enhancement) to be results.  Although the project was initiated in 1998, expenditures of BPA funds for it did not begin until 2002.  The necessary components of project planning, obtaining authority to “use” water, and securing environmental compliance were large tasks that required much time and effort to accomplish.  These tasks have dominated project efforts to date.  The initial phase of construction (delivery ditch and primary water control structure) for the TD-1 sub-project area was completed in November 2005.  Construction (dikes and excavation) at the TD-2 site is scheduled to be done in August and September 2006.  
3) Not all key personnel are identified so it is unclear if the proposed work     elements can be accomplished.  The sponsors should identify what personnel will assist and what each will accomplish.  In general, all work will be done by WDFW permanent and temporary staff or sub-contractors selected by WDFW staff.  Many WDFW employees (e.g., regional personnel and headquarters Region personnel) would have some part in fulfilling the contract and completing work.                                                                                                                  Region 2, WDFW positions (with current incumbents) that will be responsible for most project-related tasks are listed below:
District Wildlife Biologist (Jim Tabor)

Coordinate all aspects of the project.

4) More details should be provided on excavation methods, equipment, and the timing of excavation.

5) The proposal refers to other similar restoration projects but no collaborative efforts are identified with other work funded in the Fish and Wildlife Program.

6) Methods for restoration are described but more justification that the best scientific techniques will be used is necessary.  

7) Plans for information transfer beyond WDFW sites should be provided. 

