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DearMr. Uehara:

This letter is to address concerns expressed by the Independent Scientific Review Panel in the
use of the American Fisheries Society (AFS) bull trout presence protocol (protocol) in
conducting field surveys in the Yakima River watershed. The Western Division of the AFS was
requested by the stakeholders of the Forest and Fish Report to develop protocols for determining
presence/absence and potential habitat suitability for bull trout. The presence/absence protocol
is an elaboration of previous approaches in surveying for bull trout (Hillman and Platts 1993;
Bonar et al. 1997). The general approach adopted is similar to the process for the marbled
murrelet surveys, whereby interim guidelines are initially used, and protocols are subsequently
refined as data are collected. The protocol has Wldergone !1 scientific peer review and the final
report will be released by AFS sometime this summer. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(FWS) has not completed its review of the protocol and thus has not, at this time, endorsed it for
use in Endangered Species Act (ESA) consultation and recovery activities.

During the summer of 2000, the FWS Western Washington Office (WWO), in cooperation with
U.S. Forest Service researchers from the Rocky Mountain Research Station (RMRS),
implemented a bull trout sampling efficiency study to collect data specific to Washington state
for incorporation into the protocol. Prior to this effort, virtually no infonnation relating to
sampling efficiency of bull trout in Washington was available. The results of the summer 2000
efforts indicated that the physical conditions of streams in Washington were very different, as
they relate to bull trout presence and sampling efficiency, from those of other areas where
sampling efficiency data collection was occurring, specifically Idaho. Because of the differences
in conditions and the low densities of bull trout encoWltered during the summer 2000 efforts in
Washington, a larger data-set from streams in Washington is necessary to develop a robust bull



trout presence model applicable to streams in Washington. A large sampling effort is planned
for the summer of 2002, to collect the necessary sampling efficiency information. Currently the

protocol provides:

(I) recommended sample sizes with 80% and 95% detection probabilities for juvenile
and resident adult bull trout for day and night snorkeling and electrofishing adjusted for
varying habitat characteristics for 5Om and lOOm sampling units, (2) sampling design
considerations, including possible habitat characteristics for stratification, (3) habitat
variables to be measured in the sampling units, and ( 4) guidelines for training sampling
crews.

While the basic methodology will not change, once data from the sununer 2002 efforts are
incorporated into the protocol, the recommended sample sizes for 80% and 95% detection
probabilities 'INill be updated.

Part of the project proposed by the .Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) in the
Yakima River watershed will employ the pro~ocol for determining bull trout presence. While the
probability of detection that is in the current protocol will likely change once data from
Washington is incorporated, the basic sampling methodology will not. The protocol is a
standardized, systematic sampling design to survey for the presence of juvenile and resident bull
trout, it is currently the best methodology available, and it is. the appropriate tool to sample for
these bull trout life-stages. Data collected by the WDFW project will useful in adding to the
information base for bull trout distribution, and habitat use, and will be very useful in several
other resource management processes such and ESA consultations and bull trout recovery

planning.

As you are aware, the FWS is in the process of developing a Bull Trout Recovery Plan for the
Columbia River Distinct Population (DPS). As part of the overall planning effort, the Yakima
basin has been identified as a Recovery Unit, and. will playa crucial role in the long term
persistence of the species. In order to accurately describe and monitor recovery implementation,
it is essential to establish with certainty the current distribution of bull trout within the Yakima
basin. To this end, the recovery plan supports the development and application of a scientifically
accepted, statistically rigorous, standardized protocol for determining present distribution of bull
trout. At this point in time, the AFS protocol represents the best avenue for detecting the
presence of bull trout within the Yakima Basin. Further evaluation and data collection for use of
this protocol are necessary , and this effort will support the Recovery Planning process.

After the protocol is updated with the sampling efficiency data collected during the summer
2002, data collected for this project can be reevaluated to detemline the probability of detection
based on the updated model. The sampling efforts proposed for this project will be useful by
providing information on bull trout distribution and habitat use in the near future, before the
protocol is updated.
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If you have any questions concerning this infonnation please contact Joe Polos (360-753-9581)
of the Western Washington office in Lacey, WA or Tim Cwnmings (360-696.7605) of the
Columbia River Fisheries Program Office in Vancouver , W A.

Sincerely,

7JL!~

I (;:ej~Berg, Manager

b O~ Western Washington Office

cc: FWS, WWO, Fisheries, Lacey (Joe Polos)
FWS, CRFPO, Vancouver (Tim Cummings)
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