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In 1998 the Fall fish harvest negotiations under U.S. v. Oregon were very contentious.  To
complicate matters the states felt that federal parties’ (NMFS & FWS) consultation efforts with
the tribes, was an attempt to reach agreement without the states involvement. The ESA issue and
conservation of wild steelhead was the primary factor with NMFS recommending a 5-7% harvest
rate of wild B run steelhead.  The tribes stated that this was far too low given that the Columbia
River Fish Management Plan allowed 32% harvest rate on wild B run steelhead. Consequently the
first proposed agreement between the Federal parties and tribes included a 20% incidental harvest
rate on wild B steelhead. The states strongly objected and as a result of Court action a Biological
Opinion was developed by NMFS and jeopardy was concluded. A Reasonable and Prudent
Alternative recommended an incidental harvest rate on wild B steelhead of 15% for tribal
mainstem fall season fisheries and 2% for non-tribal mainstem fisheries.

Another result of the1998 fall harvest settlement negotiations and court action between the tribes,
WA, OR, ID, NMFS, and FWS was a one year provision for releasing of un-clipped hatchery
steelhead. While the Zone 6 (Bonneville to McNary dam) fall harvest is primarily for fall chinook
salmon, that season may be limited by the number of wild steelhead taken incidently, rather than
the number of fall chinook taken. The tribes reasoned that if they agreed to limit their take on wild
B run steelhead to 15%, that also reduced their take on hatchery B steelhead. The tribes wanted
assurance that these unharvested hatchery Bs and their progeny would contribute to the rebuilding
of natural runs, rather than just allowing them to be taken in the sport harvest. Therefore, the
tribes requested a number of steelhead smolts be released with their adipose fins intact (un-
clipped) to allow more returning adults to reach natural production areas and contribute to natural
spawning. The un-clipped fish will be released if caught in the sport fishery as adults. The basic
theory is: these steelhead, stocked into production areas, will imprint on these areas, then the
adults will return to these areas to spawn naturally and increase natural production, thus beginning
the rebuilding process. 



A total of 1,360,000 un-clipped steelhead smolts are scheduled for release into the Columbia River
basin in 2000, with most of these fish being released into natural production areas. Numbers and
locations for the agreed release of these steelhead are shown in Table 1. Releases of
approximately 580,000 un-clipped steelhead from Washington state hatcheries will be into
tributaries in the Upper Columbia basin. In Idaho there are 200,000 un-clipped A run steelhead
from Hagerman NFH being released into the Little Salmon River drainage. Approximately 600,000
un-clipped B run steelhead will be released into the Clearwater River basin; 100,000 directly from
Dworshak NFH for future broodstock and 500,000, from IDFG’s Clearwater and Magic Valley
hatcheries, into tributaries of the South Fork Clearwater River (Table 2).

The principal concern of the federal and state agencies regarding the tribes supplementation
theory is that for over 25 years steelhead have been released into many of these production areas
with no demonstrated increases in natural production. The tribes countered that the intent of most
of these releases was not to boost natural production but to augment harvest opportunities.
Furthermore, the tribes argued that in the Clearwater River Basin where outplanting of steelhead
has been occurring the longest, the spawn timing of the hatchery maintained run had been altered
and the hatchery fish were spawning much earlier than their wild counterparts. (The Service is
preparing a paper on this issue and preliminary data indicates that the earlier spawning is more
likely a response to environmental changes, Dworshak Dam construction and resultant water
temperature alterations and not a genetic shift). Therefore, the tribes requested that all fish
designated for releases into productions areas should come from later spawners collected at
Dworshak NFH. To further that cause they also wanted a group of un-clipped late spawned fish
to be released directly from Dworshak NFH to build up that later spawning segment of the run for
future supplementation efforts.  Past releases of steelhead into the South Fork Clearwater River
have included all segments of run timing.  Table 3 lists the location and numbers of smolt
outplants over the past 16 years.

The normal annual release of steelhead into the Clearwater basin is approximately 3 million fish.
With 2.3 million from Dworshak (1.2 million on-site and 1.1 million off-site) and 720,000 off-site
releases from the state operated Clearwater Hatchery. For broodyear 1999 IDFG reared
additional Dworshak B steelhead at Magic Valley State Hatchery. So for the 500,000 un-clipped
release in the South Fork, 260,000 will be from Magic Valley and 240,000 will be from
Clearwater Hatchery.  The 100,000 un-clipped smolts being direct released from Dworshak NFH
will be part of the normal production numbers. There will still be 2.68 million ad-clipped fish
released in 2000 in the Clearwater basin to contribute to sport fish harvest.



Table 1. The numbers and locations of un-clipped hatchery steelhead to be released in the
Columbia River basin in 2000.

Release Area Stock # un-clipped
smolts

# and type of evaluation
mark

Upper Columbia Tribs. Upper Columbia ~580,000 100% evaluation marked

SF Clearwater Tribs. Dworshak B-run 500,000 1,200 PIT tags

Dworshak NFH Dworshak B-run 100,000 100% blank wire tag

Little Salmon River Oxbow A-run 150,000* 300 PIT tags

Lower Hazard Creek
(Little Salmon R. trib.)

Oxbow A-run 50,000* 300 PIT tags

Total 1,360,000

*These steelhead are being reared at Hagerman NFH.

Table 2.  Number and location for planned releases of un-clipped Dworshak B run hatchery
steelhead into the South Fork Clearwater River in 2000.

Location # un-clipped # and type of evaluation mark

Dworshak NFH 100,000 100% blank wire tag

Newsome Creek 100,000 300 PIT tags

American River 100,000 300 PIT tags

Mill Creek 25,000 -

Red River 150,000 300 PIT tags

Crooked River 100,000 300 PIT tags

Meadow Creek (SF Clearwater) 25,000 -

Totals 600,000 1,200 PIT tags



Table 3.   Location and number of Dworshak B steelhead smolt outplants in the Clearwater River basin, 1984-1999.

Year Newsome Cr. American R. Red R. Crooked R. Clear Cr. Lolo Cr. El Dorado Kamiah Main Stem SF

1999  423,153 1,026,085

1998 500,985 30,601 1,093,993

1997 362,190 215,534 1,149,358

1996 665,008 154,271 1,014,880

1995 531,830 150,746 1,078,991

1994 503,493 136,447 681,895

1993 342,874 88,500 1,065,929

1992 349,210 735,741

1991 210,874 213,827 369,190 201,847 467,757

1990 210,836 209,847 214,633 374,040 199,700 287,830

1989 103,273 109,898 257,348 109,480 143,803

1988 190,708 56,885 201,325 254,898 200,425 200,806 165,055

1987 202,857 41,527 200,162 156,552 298,070

1986 212,188 247,695 140,820 165,483 204,662 746,584

1985 95,286 162,111 42,235 145,206 121,284

1984 62,132 117,177 82,929 15,850 246,123 228,842


